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WEEKLY SCHEDULE 

A PRAYER FOR THE SEASON 
A Prayer attributed to St. Francis 

L ord, make us instruments of 
your peace.  

Where there is hatred, let us sow 
love;  
where there is injury, pardon; 
where there is discord, union; 
where there is doubt, faith;  
where there is despair, hope; 
where there is darkness, light; 
where there is sadness, joy.  

Grant that we may not so much 
seek to be consoled as to console; 
to be understood as to understand; 
to be loved as to love. 

For it is in giving that we receive; 
it is in pardoning that we are 
pardoned; and it is in dying that 
we are born to eternal life.  Amen. 

from The Book of Common Prayer, 
page 833 
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Reflections from the Rector 

OPENING DOORS 

Many of you know – or would not be 

surprised to know – that our magnificent 

landmark church building draws in a 

steady stream of visitors.  Those touring 

Brooklyn Heights or working nearby, 

and many of our neighbors, come in 

through the front entrance when the 

church is open to the public during the 

week and on Sunday morning.  At other 

times, folks regularly come to the Parish 

House on Montague Street requesting 

access to the sanctuary, and are 

welcomed in by a member of the staff. 

What most of you don’t know is that the enormous pocket doors at the 

church entrance are hard to open. Like much of the building, they 

need restoring, particularly the unaligned rollers and tracks at the 

bottom of the doors. Moreover, once the doors are open, they are even 

more difficult to close.  This frustrating reality – which we hope to 

(Continued on page 2) 

“WISE AGING” SERIES 
 ~led by the Rev. Anne Richards, begins October 7 

FALL OUTREACH: THE SHOWER PROJECT 
 ~donate toiletries & new undergarments for the homeless 

Details on page 5 
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rectify soon – is hardest 

on our sexton, who must 

exert great force to pull 

the front doors shut.  

Still, I have come to 

think of it as a blessed metaphor.    

The front doors of St. Ann’s not only resist being 

closed, but lately seem to be opening wider all 

the time.   

The scaffolding and sidewalk bridge, long 

obscuring the church entrance, do not deter 

scores of people from attending a range of events 

from our own Forum @ St. Ann’s exhibits and 

presentations to those sponsored by partnering 

institutions that include the String Orchestra of 

Brooklyn and the Brooklyn Folk Festival in the 

spring and Brooklyn Book Festival in the fall.  In 

early October, we’ll host the 50th anniversary 

celebration of Saint Ann’s School, now 

independent, but with origins and deep roots in 

our church.  We receive calls daily from outsiders 

to use our sanctuary for everything from yoga 

classes to lectures to film and television shoots, 

recently inspiring the parish leadership to bring 

on a part-time facilities manager.    

This exquisite and vulnerable resource entrusted 

to our care is and will remain a house of worship 

and center of the spiritual life of our 

congregation. That it can also serve as a 

community commons and destination for many 

others only enriches our experience of it and 

ensures support to sustain our church’s mission.     

My enduring prayer is that by keeping our doors 

wide open both literally and figuratively – and 

our hearts too – we’ll grow surer of and more 

faithful to God’s call to serve here. 

The Rev. John E. Denaro 

                                       Reflections from the Rector, continued from page 1 

OPENING DOORS 

CELEBRATING ST. FRANCIS’ DAY 

On Sunday, October 4, we’ll commemorate the feast of St. Francis of Assisi 

in several ways. First we’ll welcome members of the 9:30AM Early Church 

congregation to bring real live or stuffed animals to be blessed during the 

service. Our former Pastoral Associate Matthew Leaycraft will offer a re-

flection at this service and preach at the 11:15AM Holy Eucharist. After 

the later service, Matt invites us to a coffee-hour discussion of the life and 

legacy of St. Francis. And, for our finale, all are welcome to gather with 

our neighbors and their many varieties of pets for the fifth annual Blessing 

of the Animals at 1:30PM in the North Garden on Clinton Street! 
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On September 13 our parish celebrated its annual 

Homecoming.  With everyone gathered around 

tables in the communal setting of our parish hall, 

it was a time to catch up with friends, to share 

stories and to reminisce about why we dedicate 

our time and energy to one another and to this 

church.  That’s what makes the event so im-

portant.  During the summer, 

many of us travel and take time 

away. Homecoming is our way to 

regather our community for the 

future after taking a look back.  

We thought that this article 

should serve the same purpose. 

The summer months are typically 

seen as a quiet time, but we have 

been very busy.  In June, St. 

Ann’s hosted an ordination, as Deacon Kate be-

came Mother Kate.  We also commemorated the 

completion of restoration work on the façade of 

the Parish House.  The following month, Mother 

Kate hosted the 20s & 30s group at her home for 

lunch and planning, and her daughter Virginia 

gave everyone free imaginary haircuts.   

In August, we continued our outreach efforts. 

With the great generosity of our parishioners, we 

helped children prepare for school by filling 42 

backpacks with school supplies, 12 more than last 

year. September saw us continue to galvanize 

fundraising efforts, both for mission and internal 

needs.  Rather than hosting a single gala at the 

church, this year we took the party to parishion-

ers' homes in Brooklyn and in Manhattan. A Bake 

Sale for Good raised money to benefit refugees 

through Episcopal Migration Ministries and the 

UN High Commissioner for Refugees.  And we 

celebrate people who have newly committed this 

summer to serve the parish through Altar Guild, 

Hospitality and other committees. 

The Forum @ St. Ann’s continues 

to awe us.  Our latest installation 

by glass artist Emma Stein is a 

study in community.  The sanctu-

ary is adorned with a beehive, 

bees and a rose window, all made 

of glass.  It is a stunning sight and 

a wonderful reminder for our 

parish about how beautiful col-

lective action can be.  The new 

online fundraising approach for The Forum from 

late July to mid-September was a great success 

and will allow us to sponsor more arts and cul-

ture events and community-interest discussions.   

We have had a busy year thus far, and it is far 

from over.  There is still much for us to look for-

ward to:  the organ's 90th birthday celebration, 

the annual diocesan convention, the annual 

meeting of the parish, and Advent and Christmas.  

Surrounding those special occasions, every day 

offers an opportunity to pursue a ministry, to 

support our parish community and its mission.  

Enough of looking back – let’s move forward.  

Claudia Barber & Léon Willis 

Photo by Ted Gusek 

A COMMUNITY HOMECOMING 

Words from the Wardens 

A NEW FORMAT FOR THE GOOD NEWS 
The last time the format of THE GOOD NEWS changed noticeably was in 2004.  But now, we've taken advantage 

of the talents of Parish Administrator Korin Kormick, who, besides being an accomplished singer, designs 

online and print materials.  She researched other newsletters and composed a fresh, new design for ours that 

is meant to open up space and spread out the text. We hope you’ll find it easier to read, and we thank Korin 

for her efforts.  As you peruse this issue, please feel free to give us feedback. 



On November 15, at 3:00PM, we will mark the 90th 

anniversary of our wonderful organ built by the 

Ernest M. Skinner Company and installed in 1925 

in what was then the Church of the Holy Trinity.  

The inaugural recital took place on November 29 

that year.  The upcoming anniversary event is a 

concert offered by three fine organists: M. Chad 

Levitt, our own Interim Music Director; Jason 

Asbury, also known in the neighborhood as 

Assistant Head of School at Saint Ann's School; 

and George Davey, organist at St. George's 

Church, Bedford-Stuyvesant. 

Ernest Skinner liked 

organs to put forth warm, 

rich and lovely tones, 

much like an orchestra; 

his company was known 

for the high quality and 

innovations in its instru-

ments. Skinner organs 

were very popular in the 

early 20th century, as they especially suited 19th-

century Romantic and symphonic music. 

However, not long after the Holy Trinity organ 

was installed, tastes in organ music and organ 

building began to change. Organists were 

returning to early and Baroque-era music with 

more transparent, brilliant sounds.  Many organs 

were then refitted to match the different style.  

Changes were made to ours, but none that altered 

the basic sound quality or underlying structure of 

the instrument.  

In recent decades, preferences in organ music 

have shifted back toward the orchestral qualities 

cherished a century ago.  So our instrument is in 

the right place at the right time, currently 

enjoying the return of the earlier proclivity for 

lavish tonal richness.  It is one of the few major 

Skinner instruments in existence that does not 

require major restoration, but only repair and 

refurbishment, extensive though those needs 

4 the GOOD NEWS 

OUR LANDMARK ORGAN AND ITS BENEFACTOR 

have been. The organ comprises 4,718 pipes, 

ranging from 2 inches to 32 feet in length, as well 

as 20 chimes and a 61-note celesta.  In 1999, the 

Organ Historical Society deemed it “An Historic 

Instrument of 

Special Merit,” 

the musical 

equivalent of 

l a n d m a r k 

status. 

The organ, Skinner's Opus #524, was a gift from 

George Foster Peabody. Peabody had been a 

parishioner at Holy Trinity since 1880 and became 

senior warden by the early 1900s. He was also a 

frequent delegate and widely known at the 

convention of the Diocese of Long Island and the 

General Convention of the Episcopal Church. 

When Peabody’s beloved brother Charles died in 

1924, George, with other family members, decided 

to give an organ to Holy Trinity in Charles's 

memory. George had long been interested in 

organs and was, in fact, a stockholder of the E.M. 

Skinner Company, which he commissioned to 

produce the instrument at a cost of $50,000. (By 

comparison, a large two-bedroom apartment on 

Henry Street was advertised in 1925 at $10,800.)  

Professionally, Peabody was associated with 

Spencer Trask & Co., which still exists today as a 

type of venture capital firm.  He shared his sizable 

earnings with charitable causes, including the 

formation of an Episcopal Church institute for the 

education of African Americans. Awards for 

excellence in radio broadcasting were established 

in his name in 1940, and now include awards for 

cable television, websites and even blogs. 

For more about the organ, and to listen to 

recordings, visit www.stannholytrinity.org/the-

peabody-memorial-organ.  

We continue to be blessed by Mr. Peabody’s 

generous gift. Happy 90th – and many more! 

http://www.stannholytrinity.org/the-peabody-memorial-organ
http://www.stannholytrinity.org/the-peabody-memorial-organ
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“WISE AGING” SERIES  

There was another life that I 

might have had, but I am having 

this one. ~Kazuo Ishiguro 

Beginning October 7, Mother 

Anne Richards will lead a 

group called “Wise Aging.”  

The group will meet in the 

church on six Wednesday eve-

nings from 6:30 to 7:30PM.  

Through brief presentations 

and conversation, we will ex-

plore topics related to aging: 

internalized ageism; loss; for-

giveness, reconciliation, and 

acceptance; our bodies and 

health; relationships; legacy; 

the spirituality of aging; and 

death. The focus of our time 

together will be on aging as a 

period of honesty, growth, lib-

eration, and increasing intima-

cy with God and ourselves.  

This group follows our regular-

ly scheduled Wednesday even-

ing Eucharist at 6:00PM and is 

open to all, regardless of age.  

Connecting to Need in October 
The parish Outreach Committee invites your support for the Shower 

Project at Turning Point, a Sunset Park nonprofit that provides ser-

vices to people in need. Through the Shower Project, homeless folks 

are able to shower and receive clean underwear, socks and toilet-

ries. You can participate in our outreach project by donating new, 

packaged underwear in men’s and women’s sizes Medium, Large 

and Extra Large, and new warm socks, sizes 9-12, as well as travel-

size shampoo and deodorant. The box for donated items will remain 

in the parish hall through Sunday, October 25.  

* * * * * * * 

A Big Launch for THE FORUM 
The Forum @ St. Ann’s kicked off a new season with Bee Space, an 

exhibition of glass art by Emma Stein. Following a fine opening re-

ception and artist’s talk facilitated by parishioner and curator Harry 

Weil on September 13, Emma’s remarkable altarpiece and hive re-

main on display in the church nave through November 8. 

A great big Thank You to one and all who contributed to St. Ann’s 

campaign on indiegogo.com for The Forum’s program year.  While 

we fell short of our fundraising goal, we still received a substantial 

$8,475 in contributions!  This is a stunning success for our first at-

tempt at crowdfunding and a resounding vote of confidence in this 

community-building endeavor.  Here’s to all of the exciting arts and 

culture programming this will make possible in the coming year! 

* * * * * * * 

House Parties Put Fun in Fundraising 

On two Saturday evenings in September, four households hosted 

parties in their homes to support St. Ann & the Holy Trinity. These 

events on September 19 and 26 brought diverse groups of parishion-

ers together for a special experience of community life.  Our great 

thanks to Marc Diaz and Josef Lukan, Robert Buck and Denise Kep-

pel-Buck, Bob Mesnard and Tony Carter, and Rosanne Limoncelli, 

John Bickerton and Jesse Bickerton and to the many who co-hosted 

the parties with these good folks. The icing on the cake to these 

good times is the more than $4,000 that was raised for our church!  

We're inspired to do these parties again! 

* * * * * * * 

Great Success for “Bake Sale for Good” 
As the biggest events of the Brooklyn Book Festival returned to the 

sanctuary of St. Ann’s on September 20, we welcomed those audi-

ences to the Parish Hall for a “Bake Sale for Good.”  It raised $500 for 

refugee support efforts of Episcopal Migration Ministries and the 

UN High Commissioner for Refugees.  Thanks to everyone who 

baked or brought goodies and helped sell throughout the afternoon. 

BOOK PARTY FOR 

JACQUELINE DE WEEVER  

The parish is pleased to host a 

party to mark the publication of 

Trailing the Sun’s Sweat, a book 

of poetry by our own Jacqueline 

de Weever about her native Brit-

ish Guiana.  All are invited to the 

Parish Hall on Saturday, October 

10, from 4:00 to 6:00PM. 

Jacqueline will read from the 

book at 4:30.  Copies of it will be 

available for purchase then or 

may be ordered online. 

http://stannholytrinity.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e4aa1a097c5a379e3560d317d&id=fcc9a361f6&e=4acdaa580e
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From the Associate Rector 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  A NEW HOME AND NEW VOICES 

Early Church and Sunday School 

are off to a fabulous start this fall.  

With one small but mighty change to Early 

Church – musical instruments for all! – our Early 

Church liturgy has continued to blossom and 

engage even the youngest children. Sunday 

School has moved into its new home in the 

Community Room.  New faces, and voices, are in 

our midst.     

As an example, Oscar Jamail and his little sister 

Annie are among the newcomers. Annie was 

baptized at Early Church on September 20 and, 

here, her mother Amber Reed speaks a bit about 

how they found St. Ann’s: 

We moved back to Brooklyn last year from 

Tokyo, where our children Oscar (4) and 

Annie (nearly 2) were born.  Justin grew up 

in Houston and is an attorney for The 

Metropolitan Opera. Amber, a Korean-

American adoptee, was raised in Michigan 

and is a director of research in the New York 

City Department of Education. We met as 

undergraduates at Columbia and were 

married in 2009 at Saint John's in Park 

Slope.  

We first came to Early Church on 

Easter Sunday and immediately felt welcomed 

into the life of the church.  Oscar asked us to 

retell the resurrection story over and over in 

the weeks following, the first of many times 

that reflections from the service have taken 

hold in his imagination, and Annie runs into 

church beaming and loves to sing the Sanctus 

at home.  Warm thanks to everyone at St. Ann 

and the Holy Trinity for your kindness to our 

family.  

The Sunday School fall syllabus, found on the 

parish website, focuses on creation and ethics.  

Texts include our Children’s Bible (the American 

Bible Society Read and Learn Bible, published by 

Scholastic), various works of illustrated 

children’s literature and a collection of stories 

about stories in the Bible (midrashim) called Does 

God Have a Big Toe? by Rabbi Marc Gellman.  

Midrashim have a long history in Judaism.  

According to Rabbi Gellman, they are a way that 

the “love of the Bible shines forth and lifts up 

children and their parents and whispers to them, 

Listen to the words of the Bible! Listen to them 

with your ears, and your heart and your mind 

and your soul.” 

Parents, friends and younger siblings are always 

welcome in Sunday School.  Come along!  We can 

all teach and learn together. 

The Rev. Katherine A. Salisbury 

 

At Early Church on September 20, Fr. Denaro blesses water 

for the baptism of little Annie Jamail, who sits at her mother's 

feet among other children of the parish.   



 

Welcome back, everyone, from your 

various summer idylls! 

CHERYL BRANCHE writes that, af-

ter getting her Master of Library 

Science degree last winter, she is 

now working at Hunter College-

CUNY-Brookdale Campus at the 

Health Professions Library as an 

adjunct reference librarian. 

Cheryl also has a graduate medi-

cal degree from Howard Univer-

sity. Congratulations on the new 

job, Cheryl! 

LESLIE JORDAN also has a new job, 

teaching at the Smart Start Early 

Childhood Center in Bay Ridge.  

She finished a Master’s degree in 

education at Brooklyn College 

at the end of August. 

CLAUDIA BARBER tells us that   

Peter, Meredeth and Dylan Bar-

ber welcomed Tyler Harrison 

Barber, who was born Septem-

ber 17. Dylan was ready with a 

happy, "Hi, baby brother."  

Back in July, Sam and Louisa 

Barber, Andrew and Amy’s chil-

dren, spent a week with Grand-

ma at her house in Connecticut. 

Sam went to day camp nearby, 

and Louisa and Grandma picked 

blueberries, visited the local 

Audubon Center, went swim-

ming and did other fun things. 

WINI MURDAUGH reports that 

she enjoyed a Bahamas vacation, 

while IMELDA SARGEANT spent 

time watching tennis at the US 

Open, and even ran into Mother 

Nell Archer (New York City is a 

small town at times).  DEBBIE 

MUMM spent a long weekend in 

Vermont to celebrate the end of 

summer, and she was also able to 

see some tennis, watching Roger 

Federer and Serena Williams at 

the US Open before the players 

crossed paths with fate. 

BOB MESNARD AND TONY CARTER 

ran their annual 3rd Street block 

party earlier in the month, but   

recovered in time to host one of 

the house parties. 

Send news you wish to share to 

Deb Mumm@aol.com.  
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News from the Pews 

St. Ann’s parishioner and neigh-

bor Julian Goodwin died peace-

fully on Sunday, August 23. He 

was 82.  Julian was well known 

in the Heights as a church or-

ganist; he had often played as 

guest or substitute at St. Ann’s 

and at other churches.  Most re-

cently he served as Organist and 

Music Director at St. John’s 

Church, Fort Hamilton.  Born in 

Suffolk, Virginia, September 1, 

1932, Julian studied at the Amer-

ican Conservatory of Music and 

received a Masters of Sacred 

Music from Union Theological 

Seminary.  He was a past Dean of 

the Brooklyn Chapter of the 

American Guild of Organists.  At 

St. Ann’s, he also served on the 

Vestry in the 1980s and was par-

ish Treasurer.  He is survived by 

a niece, Judith R. Collins of Vir-

ginia Beach, Virginia, and his 

good friend Mary Williams of 

Portland, Oregon. 

A memorial service will be held 

at St. Ann’s on Sunday, Novem-

ber 8, at 3:00PM. Several of 

Julian’s colleagues will play and 

the Rev. David Sibley, former 

Priest-in-Charge at St. John’s, 

will preach.  Memorial gifts may 

be made to the Tower and Organ 

Restoration Fund of St. Ann & 

the Holy Trinity at http://

www.stannholytrinity.org/

donate. An additional gift has 

been made to our Skinner or-

gan’s 90th anniversary concert in 

Julian’s memory. 

JULIAN GOODWIN  
REMEMBERED 

MILESTONES 

Births 
Tyler Harrison Barber - September 17 

Baptisms 
Miette Suzanne Hoetzel,  Alyssa Rose Roberts,  

Reid Stewart Comstock - June 7 
Preston Anthony Brown - August 9 

Anne Plurabelle Jamail - September 20 

Deaths 
Julian Goodwin - August 23 

Daphne Mahon - September 10 

mailto:DebMumm@aol.com
http://www.stannholytrinity.org/donate
http://www.stannholytrinity.org/donate
http://www.stannholytrinity.org/donate
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
EVERY SUNDAY  Sandwich Sundays program, between the worship services  

THROUGH OCT 25 Fall Outreach: The Shower Project page 5 

THROUGH NOV 8  The Forum @ St. Ann’s presents Bee Space, a glass art exhibition  

SUNDAY, OCT 4 Pentecost 19—St. Francis’ Day page 2 

   9:30AM Blessing of the Animals at Early Church  

Matt Leaycraft preaches & leads Coffee Hour discussion of St. Francis 

Blessing of the Animals in the North Garden 

page 2   11:15AM 

  1:30PM 

WEDNESDAY, OCT 7 AND FOLLOWING 5 WEDNESDAYS  

   6:30PM “Wise Aging” Group discussion follows 6:00PM Eucharist page 5 

SATURDAY, OCT 10    

   4:00PM Book Party for Jacqueline de Weever  page 5 

SATURDAY, OCT 17    

   9:00AM 20s & 30s Group: Brooklyn Pilgrimage  

SUNDAY, NOV 8  Pentecost 25  

   3:00PM Julian Goodwin Memorial Service page 7  

SUNDAY, NOV 15 Pentecost 26  

   3:00PM Organ 90th Anniversary Concert page 4 
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