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the GOOD 

NEWS 
SUNDAY  

Early Church   9:30AM  

Sunday School 10:15AM 

Holy Eucharist 11:15AM 

WEDNESDAY  

Bible Study 12:15PM 

Holy Eucharist   6:00PM 

TUESDAY THROUGH THURSDAY  
Church open for prayer  

12:00PM-3:00PM 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE 

A PRAYER FOR THE SEASON 

For Our Friends at Church 

H eavenly Father, how good it is 
when we live and grow 

together. We thank You for every 
member of our church and the 
friendships that develop among us.  
May we individually and collectively 
be filled day by day with knowledge of 
You, and may we all grow together in 
love and be filled with all spiritual 
wisdom and understanding.  We 
thank You for binding us together in 
love and giving each one of us the 
gifts and graces that are needed, so 
that together we may minister to each 
other and in the world around us, 
even as we unite together to worship 
You. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 
AMEN.  

~Adapted from prayer.knowing-
jesus.com/prayers-for-friends 

See note on page 2 

ST. ANN & THE HOLY TRINITY 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

157 Montague St. 
Brooklyn, NY 11201 

www.stannholytrinity.org 

718-875-6960 

The Rector, Wardens and musician search committee of St. Ann & the 
Holy Trinity Church are pleased to announce that Christopher 
Jennings will join our church as Director of Music.  Christopher is an 
accomplished organist, pianist, conductor and performing artist, and 
he has extensive knowledge of 
the music and liturgy of the 
Episcopal Church as well as a 
broad liturgical and classical 
musical repertoire. 

By way of background, 
Christopher held the position of 
Associate Organist-Choirmaster 
and Music Associate for 
Children and Youth at St.  
James'  Church Madison 
Avenue, New York City, for seven years.  Other previous experience 
includes posts at St.  John’s Lutheran Church, Stamford, St.  James’s 
Church, West Hartford, and Trinity Church on the Green, New Haven, 
all in Connecticut. 

Christopher holds a Master of Music degree from Yale University 
School of Music and Institute of Sacred Music, a Bachelor of Music 
degree from Indiana University, and a certificate in injury-preventive 
keyboard technique from Salem College, Winston-Salem, North 
Carolina.  At an upcoming convention of the American Guild of 
Organists in Houston, Texas, Christopher will conduct a workshop in  

(Continued on page 6) 
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2 the GOOD NEWS 
 

In a reversal of the classic assignment for school-
children who often write about their summer 
vacations at the start of fall, I write before my 
first trip of the season ahead.  In fact, the 
adventure won’t be much of a vacation, but 
instead an educational journey and, I hope, a 
spiritual one too. 

As some of you may have heard, I will be 
traveling with St. Ann & the Holy Trinity 
parishioner and Vestry member Nancy Nicolette 
to Cuba in mid-June.  I would like to call this a 
mission trip.  But like all U.S. residents visiting 
Cuba, even since the recent opening of relations 
between our two countries, Nancy and I will join 
what is being called a “community art and 
cultural study tour.”  

I go with a heart full of enthusiasm, anticipating 
a week of exploring a place about which I have 
few preconceptions.  I cannot really say why, but 
I have long wanted to go to Cuba, not for 
political reasons, nor for an island getaway.  It 
may just be the allure of a place and people from 
whom we Americans have been disconnected.   

I can tell you that we have church partners there.  
I don’t know much about the Episcopal Church 
of Cuba, except that its bishop, the Right 
Reverend Griselda Delgado del Carpio, is said to 
be a dynamic force who is shepherding the 

faithful in minimally resourced and maximally 
lively parishes throughout the country.  I am 
very hopeful that our group will have the chance 
to meet Bp. Griselda and other Episcopalians and 
church people with whom we might establish 
ongoing relationships.   

For the moment, virtually all about Cuba is 
unknown and will be new to me, which is truly 
exciting. 

Over a few weeks later in the summer, I expect to 
recreate with good friends in familiar places.  I 
pray that you too will have a chance for some 
downtime and joy-filled adventures in parts 
known or unknown to you.   

Sometime before the fall, I look forward to 
sharing tales of our respective journeys.  And I 
will hope to invite you to a not-yet-scheduled, 
but sure-to-be-planned slide show of our time in 
Cuba, which Nancy and I will want to organize.   

It is a blessing for us to go off on this first trip of 
summer with the prayers of many, and especially 
the people of St. Ann’s, where being known and 
feeling deeply connected provides an anchor. 

The Rev. John E. Denaro 

 

                           Reflections from the Rector 
 

MY SUMMER VACATION 

A PRAYER FOR THE SEASON: “For Our Friends at Church” on page 1 

This particular prayer speaks to us as a community of faithful and caring individuals.  Some of 
us have special needs, others experience great happiness.  In addition, we have participated in 
activities of ministry: making sandwiches for the homeless, marching on behalf of good sense 
in gun laws, and so on.  In each situation, we have all joined together, enjoying the pleasure 
or providing support — that is, we have all been a community, caring for each other and our 
wider world, thus worshiping God in the process.  This is what “church” is about. 
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Words from the Wardens 

THE VESTRY RETREAT: MOVING FORWARD 

On Saturday, May14, the Vestry met in the parlor 
of historic Plymouth Church in Brooklyn Heights 
for a full day to discuss topics that require more 
time than a regular business meeting of the Vestry 
affords. Curiously, we refer to these offsite 
gatherings as “retreats.” The primary focus of the 
meeting was to consider the results of an 
organizational assessment recently conducted by 
St. Ann’s member Deepak Lalwani, who is a 
professional management consultant. The report, 
which was based on Deepak’s interviews of a 
number of parish leaders earlier this spring, 
highlighted strengths and areas for development.  

Some of the strengths identified include:  

 Our faith formation programs, as they engage 
people’s interest, particularly in outreach and 
for children and young adults; 

 Our culture, demonstrated in how we 
embrace and celebrate our diversity, the way 
we welcome others, and even in the sharing 
the peace during our services; 

 Our membership growth and increasing 
financial stability; 

 Our clergy and lay leadership who are visible, 
transparent, enthusiastic and inspiring  

Some areas noted for development center on our 
historic landmark building, with its associated 
preservation and maintenance needs, especially 
given the parish’s financial resources and staff. 
We also need to continue working to engage still 
more parishioners in areas of responsibility, 
manage our meetings and internal 
communications more efficiently, and advance 

creative approaches in technology, fundraising, 
event planning and space use. 
 
We identified objectives for an action plan that 
would utilize our strengths in working toward 
improvements in our areas of need. We are 
committed to increasing the visibility of our 
children, identifying areas of support for clergy 
and the lay leadership, improving internal 
communications and addressing infrastructure 
issues. 
 
Among other issues discussed, the Vestry will 
explore a strategy for ongoing space use that 
brings in needed income while giving proper 
priority to our mission and ministry. The Rector, 
Wardens and Co-Treasurers were tasked with 
reviewing and evaluating the feedback on internal 
meeting management. Finally, a proposal was 
introduced for a possible marketing opportunity 
to increase membership. A working group will be 
formed to follow up. 
 
Everyone was actively and positively engaged in 
the conversation throughout the day. We are 
extremely grateful for the commitment and 
enthusiasm demonstrated by this group of leaders. 
We especially appreciate the time and effort that 
Deepak and his associate Nihar Are invested in 
conducting, compiling and sharing the results of 
the organizational assessment. This summer looks 
to be a busy one for us, even as we plan our own 
personal retreat time. 

Claudia Barber & Léon Willis 

PARISH MILESTONES 

Marriage 
George Camarda and David Murphy - May 8 

Baptisms 
Erin Rose Richards - May 15 

Malik Austin Keppel - May 15 
Armani Johnté Charles - May 15 



From the Associate Rector 

Sunday School Picnic 
Come celebrate a fabulous year of Sunday School at our year-end picnic! The potluck picnic will be held 
in the garden, Sunday, July 17, between the services.  Bring a favorite dish to share. Sunday School goes 
on summer vacation for August and will resume September 25.    

More Sunday School “Sections” in the Fall; Confirmation Class Too 
Our enrollment has tripled in recent years, so in the fall, we will expand to offer more sections.  
Notably, these will include a confirmation program for older youth; it will be led by Matthew Burdette, 
PhD, a seminarian at General Seminary who will join us in September.   St. Ann’s will host diocesan 
confirmations in the spring of 2017, so this is also a fabulous opportunity for adults in the congregation 
to prepare for confirmation – if you are interested, please contact a member of the clergy. 

Help our Sunday School continue to grow, and fill the new sections by bringing a friend! 

A Children’s Choir 
Thanks to parents John Bickerton and Josh Williams, we will also be adding a children’s choir this fall.  
Children and youth of all ages are invited to participate once a month during the Sunday School hour; 
they will learn seasonal music to be offered at both services. 

Sunday School Parents Form Supportive Committee   
Assisting with all of this work are the energized parents and grandparents in the newly formed 
Children, Youth and Families Committee.   Together, this committee is facilitating the development of 
the program for young people at St. Ann’s, taking advantage of the many gifts and talents within the 
parish. 

20s & 30s 
The 20s & 30s picnic originally scheduled for June 5 was rained out; it will now take place this Sunday, 
June 12, following the 11:15 Service.  

On Saturday, July 9, Mo. Kate will lead parishioners in their 20s & 30s on the second half of the Liberty 
Pilgrimage.  This begins at St. Ann’s and finishes at the Statue of Liberty.   We will have brunch in lower 
Manhattan afterward. 

Newcomer Committee 
St. Ann’s reinvigorated Newcomer Committee met recently to discuss new and creative ways of 
welcoming people to St. Ann’s, and encourage them to deepen their relationship to God through this 
place.  The committee’s new newcomer ministry will begin to unfold over the summer. 

The Rev. Katherine A. Salisbury 

CHILDREN, YOUTH, FAMILIES & NEWCOMERS:  
SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE 

4 the GOOD NEWS 
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From the Diocese of Long Island 

ST. ANN’S EARLIEST SACRAMENTAL REGISTERS NOW PRESERVED, DIGITIZED 

We are very pleased to present the following material 
prepared for us by Charles Egleston, Archivist and 
Registrar of the Diocese of Long Island.  In case you 
may not be aware of the parish history, the people of 
St. Ann’s began to worship together during the 
American Revolution.  The parish was formally 
incorporated in 1787, becoming the first Episcopal 
parish in Brooklyn.  So the records from that era and 
the early 1800s that Mr. Egleston describes are, of 
course, very valuable, and they are now being treated 
with noteworthy care.  We extend our gratitude to the 
Diocese for this service.  Besides, as Mr. Egleston 
relates, they tell some extraordinary stories. 

+ + + + +  

Among the few records that have survived from 
the earliest years of the church are sacramental 
registers (records of baptisms, marriages, 
confirmations and burials conducted by the 
clergy) that date from 1792 to 1834.  The registers 
came to the Archives of the Diocese of Long 
Island in poor condition; pages were loose, mold-
damaged and crumbling.  In the spring of 2014, I 
shipped them to the Northeast Document 
Conservation Center in Andover, Massachusetts, 
for preservation and digitization.  Now, thanks to 
monies provided by the Diocese of Long Island, 
the Episcopal Church Women of the Diocese of 
Long Island and Frederick Gerbracht, a historian 
and Trustee of the Diocese, I am pleased to 
announce that the registers have been preserved.  
They soon will be shipped to Garden City for safe 
storage in the Archives of the Diocese of Long 
Island.  Digital copies will be given to St. Ann & 
the Holy Trinity, to the Brooklyn Historical 

Society, to the New-York Historical Society and to 
other repositories. 

Of the priests who made entries in the registers 
from 1792 to 1834, three became bishops: the Rev. 
John P. K. Henshaw (Bishop of Rhode Island); the 
Rev. Henry U. Onderdonk (Bishop of 
Pennsylvania); and the Rev. Charles Pettit 
McIlvaine (Bishop of Ohio).*  

Historically, some of the more interesting entries 
in the registers were recorded between 1800 and 
1808 by the Rev. John Ireland:  listings for 27 
marriages of persons of color in the St. Ann’s 
rectory, conducted by him, in which at least one 
of the parties was enslaved.   (The marriages were 
allowed by the “New York Partial Abolition Act,” 
which would give way eventually to full abolition 
in New York State.) These marriages are 
remarkable testaments of the human striving for 
freedom by the persons marrying, for the Act 
provided that the children resulting from the 
marriage eventually would be free. 

+ + + + + 

*The Rev. Henshaw was a deacon at St. Ann’s from 
1813 to 1816.  He was Bishop of Rhode Island from 
1843 to 1852.  The Rev. Onderdonk was Rector of St. 
Ann’s from 1820 to 1827, when he was elected a bishop 
and served as assistant to Bishop William White of 
Pennsylvania; he became the second Bishop of 
Pennsylvania when White died in 1836.  The Rev. 
McIlvaine succeeded Onderdonk as Rector in 1827, 
having previously served as a chaplain of the U.S. 
Senate and chaplain at West Point.  He was elected 
Bishop of Ohio in 1832. 

 



Director from 2014 to 2016.  Christopher will take 
up his new post on July 1. 

We are blessed to welcome Christopher, who is 
sure to help us expand our musical horizons at St. 
Ann’s! 

+ + + + + 

Members of the musician search committee 
included the Rector, Warden Léon Willis, John 
Bickerton, Carol Francescani, Frank Kain, 
Wladimir Lewis-Thomas de Rosier, Josef Lukan  
and Carol Stone. 

We are certainly experienced at welcoming 
visiting organists to our E.M. Skinner pipe organ.  
A visitor often brings his or her “best stuff” during 
a brief run and usually finds the appropriate 
sounds in the instrument for an impressive effect.  
We applaud when they are named during the 
announcement time and again at the end of the 
service.  We greet them personally at the coffee 
hour and express our admiration and thanks for 
their participation. 

Welcoming a newly appointed music director is a 
finer art.  Well-deserved applause and greetings 
are always in order, but as we move into a 
relationship with one settling into this position, 
we are tuning our ear to the sounds and tone 
colors of the instrument the organist is 
discovering.  We are listening for the ways he 
combines what he finds into an artistic palette that 
is similar to the way a painter combines basic oil 
colors to achieve an individual signature.  This 

HOW TO WELCOME A NEW MUSIC DIRECTOR 

6 the GOOD NEWS 

the special injury-prevention keyboard technique. 

Christopher has been a featured artist in the 
Piccolo Spoleto Festival in Charleston, South 
Carolina, and has collaborated with the New York 
Repertory Orchestra and the Salomé Chamber 
Orchestra.  He has played in such venues as 
Constitution Hall in Washington, D.C., the East 
Texas Organ Festival in Kilgore, Texas, the Cadet 
Chapel at West Point Military Academy, Methuen 
Music Hall in Methuen, Massachusetts, and St. 
Thomas Fifth Avenue and St. Mary the Virgin in 
New York City. 

Christopher succeeds Gregory Eaton, who served 
as St. Ann’s Director of Music from 1993 to 2014, 
and M.  Chad Levitt, who was Interim Music 

takes time, and we should exercise patience and 
enjoy the process.   

As Christopher Jennings takes up his new post as 
St. Ann’s Director of Music, let’s all be ready to 
welcome him with hearts and hands and voices.   
As he leads us in the music of the liturgy we 
should support him by singing out so that he hears 
us at our best.  This will make for a good start and 
a great run for Christopher as he accompanies us 
in making a joyful noise unto the Lord! 

Cantate Domino, canticum novum.  
Frank Kain 

[“Let us sing to the Lord a new song!”] 

(continued from page 1) 

A NEW DIRECTOR OF MUSIC FOR ST. ANN’S 



audience to come together around a work in 
formation.  Seats are free and open to the public.  
Tickets can be reserved through Eventbrite.  A 
donation at the door of $5 per reservation is 
encouraged to help sponsor The Forum’s 
upcoming programming year and can be paid by 
cash, check or credit card.  A reception will 
follow each showing.   

Led by Brooklyn theater artists Abigail Browde 
and Michael Silverstone, 600 HIGHWAYMEN 
creates original performances that offer new ways 
of seeing for today. These works have received 
Obie Awards and have been lauded by The New 
Yorker, The New York Times, Village Voice, 
Flavorpill, and Time Out New York.   There have 
been six acclaimed productions since 2009.  Learn 
more about them at 600Highwaymen.org – and 
join us in supporting our partnership with these 
impressive and delightful artists for one or more 
showings at St. Ann’s this summer! 

The Forum @ St. Ann’s 

600 HIGHWAYMEN BRING “THE FEVER” TO ST. ANN’S  
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The Forum @ St. Ann’s has invited 600 
HIGHWAYMEN as artists-in-residence in our 
church this summer.  Their six-week residency in 
the Parish Hall of St. Ann & the Holy Trinity will 
provide them an opportunity to create their 
upcoming work “The Fever,” which will debut in 
January 2017.   

“The Fever” is a new performance that brings 
spectator and performer together inside a true 
story of ritual and cruelty.  Who will you be when 
you are the one in charge?  What story will you 
create to explain what you did?   This 
performance work examines how we assemble, 
organize and care for our bodies, and the bodies 
around us.  Is it possible to feel the pain of 
others?  How have we become who we are?  What 
will become of us, and will we be all right?   

As part of the group’s residency, 600 
HIGHWAYMEN will present four showings of 
“The Fever” at 7:00 pm on June 30 and July 8, 14, 
and 22.  These showings are “open rehearsal-
style,” an opportunity for the artists and an 

March to Albany for Farmworker Justice — May 21, spon-

sored by Rural and Migrant Ministry and the Diocese of 

Long Island.  Léon Willis, Barbara Gonzo, Jenniffer Gaona 

and Donna Evans, 

among others, joined 

the March segment 

across the Brooklyn 

Bridge toward Wash-

ington Heights. 

Moms Demand Action March for Gun Sense — May 7.  

Mo. Kate Salisbury, Claudia Barber and Nancy Nicolette 

were among St. Ann’s participants. 

ST. ANN’S PEOPLE MARCH TO SUPPORT OTHERS 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/open-rehearsal-showings-the-fever-st-anns-tickets-24932343310
600Highwaymen.org


ST. ANN & THE HOLY TRINITY CHURCH 

157 MONTAGUE STREET 

BROOKLYN, NY 11201 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

EVERY SUNDAY  Sandwich Sundays program, between the worship services 
 

SUNDAY, JUNE 12 20s & 30s Picnic page 4  

TUESDAY, JUNE 21 Vestry Meeting, 7:00PM  

THURSDAY, JUNE 30 
   ALSO JULY 8,  
   JULY 14 & JULY 22  
    

600 HIGHWAYMEN presentation “The Fever,” 7:00PM 
        Receptions follow each presentation 

page 7 

SUNDAY, JULY 3 Christopher Jennings begins as Director of Music  
        at 11:15AM Eucharist 

pages 1 & 6 

SATURDAY, JULY 9 20s & 30s “Liberty Pilgrimage” and brunch 
       Watch for announcement of exact time 

page 4 

SUNDAY, JULY 17 Sunday School Picnic, between the services 
        Sunday School on “vacation” in August 

page 4 

SUNDAY, SEPT 18 Homecoming Sunday  

SUNDAY, SEPT 25 Sunday School resumes page 4 
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