ST. ANN & THE HOLY TRINITY CHURCH
PRO-CATHEDRAL of the Episcopal Diocese of Long Island
CLINTON & MONTAGUE STREETS | BROOKLYN HEIGHTS

SUNDAY LITURGY
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 27, 2020

WELCOME

TO ST. ANN & THE HOLY TRINITY CHURCH
St. Ann & the Holy Trinity Episcopal Church is a house of worship and
community commons in Brooklyn Heights. All are welcome here to seek
sanctuary and solace, follow a spiritual path, celebrate music and the arts,
participate in civic discourse, and engage in service for the common good.
We are glad you have come to worship with us. If you are visiting, we hope
you will return soon. If you are searching for a spiritual home, we invite you
to consider St. Ann’s. Our community is friendly, welcoming, and deeply
committed to sharing God’s love, caring for creation, and serving our
neighbors in need. Please join us!

LEADERS IN TODAY’S SERVICE
Officiant
Preacher
Readers
Director of Music
Soloist

The Rev. Canon John E. Denaro
The Rev. Dr. Craig D. Townsend
Scott Parker, Jacqueline de Weever
Gregory D’Agostino
Amy van Roekel
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PRELUDE

Arietta (Lyric Pieces, Op. 12)

OPENING HYMN

Grieg

The Hymnal 1982, #554
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OPENING ACCLAMATION
Officiant

People

Blessed be God: most holy, glorious, and undivided Trinity.
And blessed be God’s reign, now and for ever. Amen.

COLLECT FOR PURITY
Officiant

People

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

KYRIE
Officiant

People

Officiant

Lord have mercy.
Christ have mercy.
Lord have mercy.

COLLECT OF THE DAY
Officiant

People

Officiant

People

God be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing
mercy and pity: Grant us the fullness of your grace, that we,
running to obtain your promises, may become partakers of your
heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.
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THE FIRST LESSON
Reader

Philippians 2:1-13
A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Phillipians.

If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love,
any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make my joy
complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full
accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit,
but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of you
look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. Let the
same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be exploited,
but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form,
he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death—
even death on a cross.
Therefore God also highly exalted him
and gave him the name
that is above every name,
so that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bend,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
and every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.
Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in
my presence, but much more now in my absence, work out your own
salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who is at work in you,
enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure.
Reader

People

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
Thanks be to God.
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PSALM 25:1-8

Ad te, Domine, levavi

To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul;
my God, I put my trust in you; *
let me not be humiliated,
nor let my enemies triumph over me.
Let none who look to you be put to shame; *
let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes.
Show me your ways, O Lord, *
and teach me your paths.
Lead me in your truth and teach me, *
for you are the God of my salvation;
in you have I trusted all the day long.
Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, *
for they are from everlasting.
Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; *
remember me according to your love
and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord.
Gracious and upright is the Lord; *
therefore he teaches sinners in his way.
He guides the humble in doing right *
and teaches his way to the lowly.
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GOSPEL READING

Matthew 21:23-32

A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew.
When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the
people came to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are
you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” Jesus said to
them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I
will also tell you by what authority I do these things. Did the baptism of
John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued
with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then
did you not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid
of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” So they answered Jesus,
“We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by
what authority I am doing these things.
“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said,
‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ He answered, ‘I will not’; but
later he changed his mind and went. The father went to the second and
said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. Which of
the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to
them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going
into the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to you in the way
of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and
the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not
change your minds and believe him.”
Gospeller Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
All
Thanks be to God.

SERMON

The Rev. Dr. Craig D. Townsend
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THE NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

BCP, Form VI

Intercessor In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.
Silence

People
Intercessor

People

Intercessor

People

Intercessor

People

Intercessor

People

Intercessor

People
Intercessor

For all people in their daily life and work;
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who
are alone.
For this community, the nation, and the world;
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
For the just and proper use of your creation;
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless,
and the needy.
For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
We pray for Michael our Presiding Bishop, and Lawrence,
Geralyn, Daniel and William, our Bishops, as we pray for all
bishops and other ministers.
For all who serve God in the Church.
For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.
Silence
The people may add their own petitions

Intercessor Hear us, Lord;
People For your mercy is great.
Intercessor We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.
Silence
The people may add their own thanksgivings

Intercessor We will exalt you, O God our King;
People And praise your Name for ever and ever.
Intercessor We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in
your eternal kingdom.
Silence
The people may add their own petitions
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Intercessor Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
People Who put their trust in you.
Intercessor We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.
Silence may be kept.
Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father;
in your compassion forgive us our sins,
known and unknown,
things done and left undone;
and so uphold us by your Spirit
that we may live and serve you in newness of life,
to the honor and glory of your Name;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

All

Officiant

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness,
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen.

MUSIC MEDITATION

Wondrous love
Words: American folk hymn, ca. 1835
Music: Wondrous Love, from The Southern Harmony, 1835;
alt. acc. Carlton R. Young, (b. 1926)

Performed by Amy van Roekel
Accompanied by Gregory D’Agostino

✟Parish prayers are offered during the music meditation.✟
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
Officiant

And so as Jesus taught us, we now pray:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
All

My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Most
Holy Sacrament. I love you above all things, and long
for you in my soul. Since I cannot now receive you
sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. As
though you have already come, I embrace you and unite
myself entirely to you, and may you never permit me to
be separated from you. Amen.

BLESSING & DISMISSAL
Officiant

People

Officiant

People

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep
your hearts and mind in the love and knowledge of God and
of God's Son Jesus Christ our Savior; and the blessing of our
God who created, redeemed and sustains us, be upon
you this day and remain with you always.
Amen.
Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the
Spirit.
Thanks be to God.
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CLOSING HYMN

The Hymnal 1982, #437
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POSTLUDE

Elf Dance (Lyric Pieces, Op. 12)

THE PEACE
Officiant

People

The peace of Christ be always with you.
And also with you.
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Grieg

