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From the Rector~

Watch This Space
Services at St. Ann’s

+++++
Sundays
Early Church,
9:30AM
Sunday School,
10:15AM
Choral Eucharist,
11:15AM
+++++
Midweek
Wednesdays, 6:00PM
Holy Eucharist
Church open 12:002:00 every weekday
+++++
Wednesdays
Organ Recitals,
1:10PM
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These days the prospect of being followed, or watched, is hardly threatening.
In fact, it’s generally welcomed by people on Facebook, Twitter and YouTube.
The digital universe has created such an intense web of connectivity between
and among people. It has helped establish a worldwide forum to dialogue
and debate literally everything worth engaging and tussling over (and a
whole lot that’s not).
Jesus knew he needed followers, as any good leader does, and you might say
little has changed for those of us who inherited his mission through the
generations and millennia since his earliest disciples organized the Church in
his name.
Of course, what made Jesus compelling to some made him controversial to
others; and so too the Church in every generation has struggled to agree
about his message, grappled with internal division and given the world plenty
(Continued on page 2)

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper, March 4
5:30-7:00PM

Ash Wednesday, March 5
Several observances throughout the day. See Page 5 for details.

"Lost and Found in the Wilderness: A Journey
Through Lent"
Thursdays, 7:00-8:15PM, beginning March 13. See Page 5 for details.
A Prayer for the Season: The First Sunday in Lent
Almighty God,
your Son Jesus Christ fasted forty days in the wilderness;
give us grace to direct our lives in obedience to your Spirit;
and as you know our weakness
so may we know your power to save;
through Jesus Christ our Redeemer.
Amen.
A New Zealand Prayer Book, page 574
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Watch This Space
to engage and debate. I’d like to believe I speak
for the majority of us modern Christians at St.
Ann’s when I say that for all we know and believe,
we continue to question who we are in
relationship to Jesus and his teachings and to one
another. To my mind this is true for all who
possess a living faith.
And so our membership in this church (small “c”)
means we are accompanied on the journey of
faith, which is particularly reassuring in the
season of Lent now upon us, when we confront
Jesus’ and our own wilderness experiences. But
in every season, we are part of a community of
people beyond our walls who share our questions
and struggle as we do.
While our worship and identity as people of faith
remains at the heart of who we are at St. Ann’s
Church, the magnificent edifice at the corner of
Montague and Clinton Streets (a location I
describe as “the crossroads of everywhere”) has
served as a community commons in Brooklyn
Heights for as long as it has stood here.
For a few years we have been attempting to
“brand” our own programming that is intended
to welcome neighbors into our church to engage
them in the ongoing conversation about life in the
world happening “out there”. In 2012, we hosted
a panel discussion on immigration under the
banner of “The Ideas Forum @ St. Ann’s”. Part of
the name stuck as several parishioners and I
decided we should continue to invite in the larger
community to dialogue and discuss our shared

Father John
Tweets!
Follow him at
@frjohnnyd

concerns with events and programs presented by
“The Forum @ St. Ann’s”.
The word “forum” has its origin in the Latin foris,
or “door”. The evolution of foris from door, to
marketplace, to “meeting place for the discussion
of questions public interest” (as defined by
Dictionary.com), perfectly captures the intention
of The Forum @ St. Ann’s, which is to provide an
opening for an ongoing conversation about issues
that are compelling and controversial and that
matter to modern Christians and all of us.
After a snowstorm forced us to cancel the first
Forum event, a Valentine’s Eve poetry and music
fest which was to feature Brooklyn Poet Laureate
Tina Chang, we’ll “launch” with an art exhibit of
paintings by the artist Andrea Geller displayed in
the church throughout Lent. Ms. Geller, who is
Jewish, will join us for an artist’s talk on Sunday,
March 16, to discuss her work and how it can lead
us to ponder Lenten themes with universal
significance. (You can read more about the
exhibit called Water and Land in parishioner
Harry Weil’s article on page 7.)
So, watch this space. I am convinced that this
latest iteration of the long-established open forum
at St. Ann’s will draw in its share of followers –
fellow questioners from Brooklyn and beyond,
eager to engage artists, writers, and others whose
ideas will clarify and challenge what it could
mean to be created in the image and likeness of
God, American, and a citizen of the world – and
more richly and intimately connect us.
The Rev. John E. Denaro

Rev. Sarah
Visit the parish
Blogs!
website:
Check out her www.stannholy
reflections at
trinity.org
http://
revsarah.blogsp
ot.com
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From the Assistant Rector

The Wilderness: An In-Between Space
As I write this article, we are a few weeks from
Lent, but already, quite a few members of our
Parish have told me that they aren’t too keen on
the season and what it means. A couple of them
said it’s the idea that it’s all about deprivation that
doesn’t appeal to them. A few others said that it
just seems overly penitential. As I have been
thinking about how best to respond pastorally to
these concerns about Lent, I have also been
preparing a Lenten course called “Lost and Found
in the Wilderness”. Wilderness is actually a really
good way to understand Lent because it is a time
of journey, self-discovery and reflection.
On the first Sunday in Lent our Gospel reading
will come from Matthew. It will begin this way:
“After Jesus was baptized, he was led up by the
Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the
devil” (Chapter 4, verse 1). That’s a pretty
compelling way to start a story. Don’t you all
want to know what happens next? Oh, you’ve
heard this one. Well then, this first verse is still
surely enough for us to think about the Lenten
season. I want to focus on the role of the
wilderness, and how we might understand the
coming season of Lent as a wilderness time.
In this verse we see that wilderness comes right
after Jesus’ baptism. This is a very public moment
when who Jesus is is revealed to all. Including
Jesus himself. Something new is happening in
baptism. What is this new thing? Well, there is a
voice from heaven saying that Jesus is “my Son,
the Beloved,” and there is the Spirit of God
descending on Jesus and alighting on him like a
dove. This is the first we have seen and heard
from Jesus in Matthew’s Gospel since he was a
child, fleeing to Egypt and then returning to
Israel. So one of the new things is that after this
Baptism Jesus becomes a public figure. But then
instead of heading out into the world ready to
take on what it means to be the Son of God, to be
the beloved, he heads deeper into the woods,

deeper in to the unknown, into the wilderness.
If the Jesus’ baptism defined who he is in God’s
eyes, the time in the wilderness functioned as a
time when Jesus explored what would it all mean.
He is the beloved, he is God’s Son—but how will
he convey that to us that during his life on earth?
The temptation was the opportunity for Jesus to
figure out how he would use his time. Would it
be power, dominion and dictator-like rule? Jesus
decides no. Jesus uses the space and time in the
wilderness to give himself a little room. There is a
generosity towards himself here that I find
fascinating. Jesus needs the in-between-ness of
the wilderness for self-discovery.
You might be wondering, what does it mean that
the wilderness is the place for this decisionmaking? It indicates that the wilderness is a place
for self-examination and reflection; it is an inbetween place. So perhaps this year, if you find
the giving-up for Lent difficult, you might make
some space and time to seeing where you are in
the wilderness of your own spiritual life: to
examine your relationship with God, just as Jesus
does. Make some time to reflect on where you
have been in your spiritual journey. Ah, but
perhaps journey is the wrong word; it implies that
there is a destination. The freedom of the
wilderness means it is in-between and doesn’t ask
us to travel in any particular direction. We are
able to take some time and space to be generous
with ourselves to determine where are we with
God right now. As we enter Lent, perhaps rather
than a giving-up, or even a taking-on, I think we
instead have an opportunity to embrace our inbetween-ness and to venture into the wilderness
to find out where we are with God.
The Rev. Sarah J. Kooperkamp
See page 5 for more about the "Lost and Found
in the Wilderness" Lenten series.
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Notes from the Console
Lent is a season that seems to hold a lot of
trepidation for some people. For other people, it
seems like a complete anachronism. If we are to
appear to be fools to the world to follow Christ,
then keeping Lent is a good way to look the fool
to many modern eyes. These forty days are both a
contradiction and a dichotomy. This is because
keeping the fast may actually reveal riches we had
forgotten.
In Lent, we pare back the so-called luxuries,
whether that be chocolate, rich foods or
triumphal fanfare-filled music. In our church
services, you will notice more minimal
accompaniments of music and less loud pieces.
However, this does not mean that we lose
richness. Sometimes, we can discover the richness
that has been hidden by all we have piled on top
of the simpler things. A roasted peanut has very
rich, complex flavor. But when we mix it with

sugar and cover it with chocolate, that flavor gets
compromised, and we don't appreciate it for what
it is itself. Just so, in Lent we have an opportunity
to slow down, to remove the distractions from
our spiritual lives and discover the richness that
has lain hidden beneath.
It is my hope that you will find the music of Lent
to be an appropriate accompaniment to the rediscovery of the richness of our lives as the fools
who follow Christ. I wish you all a holy Lent, full
of the blessing of the knowledge of God's love for
each and every one of us.
In Christ,
Gregory Eaton, Director of Music

Godspell and Bernstein's Mass:

Faith and Unbelief in a Secular World
—————Wednesdays, 7:00PM
March 12, 26, April 9 and 23
at St. Ann's
—————This course is taught by Gregory Eaton under the auspices of
the Mercer School of Theology of the Diocese of Long Island.
You are welcome to "drop in" for a single class session. If you attend more than
once, you would need to register, with a $30 fee.
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Words from the Wardens

Letting Your Light Shine
Lent is almost upon us, and the inevitable question
of what to “give up” for Lent this year is about to
come to mind, once again. There are memories of
the conversations had with, or overheard, of
young children deciding which kind of candy they
can live without for 40 days or older people
declaring their intentions to forgo coffee or
alcohol for the duration. There are memories of
making mite-boxes with Sunday school students
while teaching about Christ’s time in the
wilderness and His temptations.
Lent would seem to be a dark time marked by acts
of self-deprivation. That doesn’t mean that it is,
however. It also marks the beginning of the end of
winter. When these 40 days are over, we will have
passed out of winter and into spring. Out of
darkness and into light! After the winter we’ve
had, that’s quite something to look forward to.
Lately, we’ve been hearing a lot about the “light”.
Recent sermons and lessons have highlighted
(there’s that word, again) the importance of our
“lighty-ness”, our connectedness to others and to

God. Since Lent is also a season for selfexamination, contemplation and repentance, it is
also a good time to work on our “light”. Thanks to
the Outreach Committee, a Lenten “light building”
activity, Sandwich Sundays, is about to mark its
first anniversary. Perhaps your Lenten discipline
this year can include “giving up” the difference
between the costs of a Starbuck’s coffee and a deli
coffee to Sandwich Sundays or the next monthly
outreach activity. Perhaps you can choose to
forgo those little things so many of us buy, without
really thinking, and put the money you save to a
brighter purpose. Perhaps you will spend some of
your time thinking about and acting on the way
you bring “light” to others. You could “give up”
gossip in the office or you could choose to be a
kinder co-worker, boss, neighbor, friend or
stranger. You could give up some of your free
time and “take on” the Lenten Study series or
another activity that stretches you. You could use
Lent to stoke up your light.
Syd Farley & Claudia Barber

Ash Wednesday Observances
-----------

Imposition of Ashes, 8:00-10:00AM and 12:00-2:00PM
Organ Meditation, 1:10PM
Liturgy of Ash Wednesday, 7:00PM

Lost and Found in the Wilderness: A Journey
Through Lent
-----------

A joint program with members of Grace Church
including Bible Study, reflection, conversation and prayer.
Thursday Evenings, 7:00-8:15PM
March 13 to April 10
St. Ann's Church
Led by the Rev's Sarah Kooperkamp & Julie Hoplamazian
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Outreach

New Parish Milestone: One Year of Sandwich Sundays!
A program that grew out of a
deep desire to respond to the
needs of the poor in our
community and has resulted in
St. Ann’s members making and
delivering hundreds of
sandwiches to hungry neighbors in East Brooklyn
turns ONE! Sandwich Sundays was designed as a
Lenten outreach focus in 2013 and had such an
enthusiastic parish response that it was extended
indefinitely and shows no sign of stopping.

will be asked to assist with the sandwich drop-off
to a CAMBA shelter at the Park Slope Armory at
8th Avenue and 14th Street. Outreach Committee
co-leaders Rosanne Limoncelli and Jenniffer
Gaona will have volunteer sign-up sheets.

St. Ann & the Holy Trinity has a long history of
reaching out in love and service to the world’s
most vulnerable. But, there is no question that
the launch of Sandwich Sundays helped to spawn
many new outreach initiatives. Parish
participation in Operation Backpack, the New
York Cares Coat Drive, the Bake Sale for Good,
Operation Santa and recent volunteering at the
CHiPS (Christian Help in Park Slope) Soup
Kitchen were ideas generated out of so much
goodwill reflected in our ongoing sandwich
making.

"Shower Project" Outreach Focus
Delivers

To mark the first anniversary of a most successful
outreach program, the entire congregation is
invited to participate in the biggest Sandwich
Sundays operation yet. On March 9, the First
Sunday of Lent, following the 11:15AM service,
there will be no formal Coffee Hour. Instead, all
those in church that day can join an assembly line
of sandwich makers right in the church at a table
that stretches across the chancel, with the altar of
communion at the center.
The many sandwiches we make that day will be
delivered, as usual, to the guests of The Gathering
Place, a drop-in center run by CAMBA that serves
the homeless and working poor. Our sandwiches
are the only meal provided at The Gathering Place
on Sundays, so they are indeed valuable and
appreciated. As Sandwich Sundays continue
throughout Lent, members of the congregation

Happy Anniversary, Sandwich Sundays! May our
communion with the living God and one another
continue to feed and sustain us in connecting to
all in need.

Members and friends of St. Ann's were most
generous during February in sharing socks,
underwear and toiletries for homeless clients of
Turning Point in Sunset Park, Brooklyn. Thank
you very much!
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The Forum @ St. Ann's:
Art in Lent
Recently the clergy and a few St. Ann’s members
started meeting for lectio divina, a form of bible
study involving close reflection on a passage of
scripture. With my own interest and professional
career in art history, I have become fascinated by
how images – specifically works of art – can be
used for the same purposes, or what is better
known as visio divina. This form of prayer requires
an extended viewing time
that allows us to recognize
how the objects we
surround ourselves with
mediate spiritual
relationships to the divine.
It asks us, as Presbyterian
Pastor Tom Mooney
explains, “to become
aware of the feelings,
thoughts, desires, and
meanings evoked,” by such
images, and how they
connect to our lives.
With this in mind, I am
delighted that my
colleague, the artist
Andrea Geller, has so
generously agreed to
exhibit a number of her oil
paintings in our sanctuary
throughout Lent. This
exhibition is part of a new
and exciting initiative at
our church called The Forum @ St. Ann’s, which
encourages cultural programming for and with
the larger community in Brooklyn and beyond.
These works, however, are not intended to
compete with the interior splendor of the church
and its masterfully crafted stained glass windows,
but rather engage in dialogue with it. By
welcoming Ms. Geller and other artists, we open
up our doors – literally and metaphorically – for
rich conversations about prayer and Christianity
in the 21st Century.

This exhibition, simply titled Water and Land, is
especially important as we are entering this
Lenten season, a time when Christians across the
world reflect on Christ’s wilderness experience
leading to his death. Geller’s canvases are rich in
color and gesture, carefully crafted vignettes of a
world in continual state of flux. Within this
uncertainty, “the presence and absence” of
figures, the artist writes,
“[is] a metaphor for
movement through land
and water, which is also
fluid and constantly
moving. The resulting
images are a play between
the real and the abstract,
which is a direct
correlation to duality in
life.” I wonder how we, in
our own personal
journeys through the
wilderness, find comfort
or a sense of safety? Is it
really a matter of sink or
swim, fight or flight? The
author of the Letter to the
Hebrews offers some
guidance on this, as he
considers the model of
Christ’s triumph over
temptation: “For we do
not have a high priest who
is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but
we have one who has been tempted in every way,
just as we are—yet he did not sin.”
I hope that you are as inspired by Ms. Geller’s
work as I am, and I look forward to a season filled
with art, reflection and prayer.
Harry Weil
~Solitary Man by Andrea Geller
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Upcoming Events!
Every Sunday
Sandwich Sundays program, between the worship services
Tuesday, March 4
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper, 5:30-7:00PM
Wednesday, March 5 Ash Wednesday
Church open for Administration of Ashes, 8:00 to 10:00AM and
Noon to 2:00PM
Organ Meditation, 1:10PM
Liturgy for Ash Wednesday, 7:00PM
Sunday, March 9 Lent I
Daylight Saving Time returns; set your clocks AHEAD one hour
Sandwich Sundays anniversary event follows 11:15 Eucharist (page 6)
Tuesday, March 11
Vestry Meeting, 7:00PM
Wednesday, March 12, 26, April 9, 23
Mercer School Class: "Godspell and Bernstein's Mass",
7:00PM (page 4)
Thursday, March 13 and Thursdays through April 10
"Lost and Found in the Wilderness: A Journey Through Lent", 7:00PM
(pages 3 and 5)
Sunday, March 16 Lent II
The Forum @ St. Ann's Artist's Talk and Reception, 2:00-4:00PM (page 7)

