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Ann Sands (b.1761–d.1851)   

Journalist, Church Founder, Public Education Activist     
Ann Sands is already indeed a “sung heroine” in her role as one of the founders of The Episcopal Church of Brooklyn, 
the first Episcopal congregation in Brooklyn. She and her husband Joshua Sands hosted the budding congregation in 
their home for the first several years of its existence; they were then major funders of the building the church eventually 
moved to at Washington and Sands Streets in 1805. However, it is perhaps less recognized that when the church was 
renamed St. Ann’s Church for her in 1795, Ann was just 34 years old, so this 
was not some kind honor bestowed upon an elderly lady. Ann Sands thus 
ministered actively to the people of Brooklyn from very early in her life.  
 
What also may be less recognized now is Ann’s role as a founder of the first 
public school in Brooklyn. She and some friends became concerned that 
children of non-wealthy families were lacking in education, and, chaired by Ann, 
they formed the Loisian Seminary in 1812. The name comes from Lois, the 
grandmother of the apostle Timothy, who first taught him about the then-new 
Christian religion. The classes of this school took place in the founding trustees’ 
homes, with the trustees providing books, paper and other supplies and the 
teachers initially volunteering their services. The school was thus free to the 
children. After about five years, the trustees began to pay the current teacher, 
in accord with the law. The local government then took over the school, 
which evolved into Public School No. 1. 
 
Ann performed another public service as president of the Brooklyn Dorcas Society. Dorcas Societies are groups of 
women who meet to sew clothes for the poor and have existed in many places in the Western world for centuries. Ann 
Sands had 12 children of her own. When she eventually passed away in 1851 at age 90, six of them survived her.                                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                            Submitted by: Carol Stone 

 

Jarena Lee (b.1783–d.1864) 

First Woman Preacher, African Methodist Episcopal Church 

Jarena Lee’s spiritual autobiography, The Life and Religious Experience of Jarena Lee, was 
published in its initial form in 1836, making it the first autobiography by an African-American 
woman. She was born in New Jersey, moved to Philadelphia as a young woman, and was 
converted to Christianity in 1804 at a service preached by the Rev. Richard Allen, founding 
minister and first bishop of the African Methodist Episcopal Church denomination (the first 
independent African-American denomination). In 1811, she believed herself to have received 
a call to preach, but was not permitted to do so by Allen until 1819, as he initially told her 
that Methodism “did not call for women preachers.” In 1819, at a service in Bethel A.M.E. 
Church, the preacher faltered, and Lee spontaneously leapt up and continued the sermon. 
Allen then relented, and she became the first woman preacher in the denomination, spending 
the rest of her life logging thousands of miles to preach hundreds of sermons.  
                                                   Submitted by: the Rev. Craig Townsend
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Pauli Murray (b.1910–d.1985)  

Priest, Civil and Women’s Rights Activist, Civil Rights Lawyer  
Although the Rev. Pauli Murray is increasingly less unsung than well 
known, it is essential that every good Episcopalian learn about this 
greatly accomplished heroine of our Church and country. Murray was 
the co-founder of NOW, the National Organization for Women, in 
1966, the first woman and first African-American to be awarded a 
Doctor of Juridical Science from Yale, and the first African-American 
woman to be ordained an Episcopal priest.  
 
Murray graduated from Hunter College. In 1941, she attended law 
school at Howard University, where as the only woman in her class, she 
experienced sexism. Post-graduate education at the University of North 
Carolina and Harvard was denied her because of her race and gender, 
further spurring her activism in civil rights, women’s rights and protests. 
She earned a master's degree in law at the University of California, 
Berkeley, and then the J.D.S. from Yale.  

                        Submitted by: the Rev. John Denaro

  

 

Sylvia Mendez (b.1936–) 

Civil Rights Activist     
Sylvia Mendez was born in 1936 in Santa Ana, California, to Mexican-American 
parents. When it was time for Mendez to register for Kindergarten, she was told that 
because of her skin tone and last name, she must attend the so-called Mexican school, 
which trained girls and boys for manual labor. “We weren't taught how to read and 
write,” Mendez said. “We were taught home economics, how to crochet and knit.”  
 
Sylvia Mendez’s parents, Gonzalo and Felicitas, responded to this decision by 
launching a community effort to end school segregation, and filing a legal suit, 
Mendez vs. Westminster, that gained the support of Thurgood Marshall. Their victory 
in 1947 made California the first state in the nation to end school segregation. 
Marshall went on to use many of the legal arguments he developed for the Mendez 
case in his role as the lead NAACP attorney in the 1954 Brown vs. Board of 
Education, which declared school segregation unconstitutional. 
 
Despite inhospitable treatment by her classmates, Mendez successfully completed her education. She became a nurse and 
continues to speak on the topic of school integration. In 2011, President Barack Obama awarded Sylvia Mendez the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom, the United States’ highest civilian honor.  

              Submitted by: the Rev. Kate Salisbury 
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Barbara Rose Johns (b.1935–d.1991) 

Student Activist, Civil Rights Pioneer 
Barbara Johns was 16 years old when she led a student strike at the Moton High 
School in Prince Edward County, Virginia, in 1951. The schools in the county were 
segregated and the African-American students attended school in a building for 200 
people that was holding 450. There was very little heat in winter, and the roof leaked 
each time it rained. Her family, as well as those of the other children, appealed to 
the school district for better conditions, and the all-white school district provided 
some tar paper shacks to accommodate the overflow of students. Johns appealed to 
one of her teachers who advised her to do something about it. She met with the 
students; on April 23, she led a strike. The entire student body marched to the 
county schoolhouse and asked for a new school. They were once again rejected, but 
attracted the attention of the NAACP. On April 25, two lawyers offered to file suit 
in Federal Court on behalf of the students as long as the basis of the suit was for an 
integrated school system, not just for equal facilities. The suit was rejected. They 
appealed to the U.S. Supreme Court, where the case was ultimately included in 

Brown vs. the Board of Education. While that landmark decision included four “separate but equal” cases, Johns’ was 
the only case brought by a student activist. Thurgood Marshall argued the case before the U.S. Supreme Court, and 
segregation was ruled unconstitutional in 1954. Barbara Johns went on to become a librarian, married and raised five 
children. 
 

Barbara Johns and her example of leadership remain relevant. A portrait of Johns 
hangs in the office of Virginia Governor Terry McAuliffe and was featured in an 
August 17, 2017 interview with McAuliffe on “CBS This Morning” five days after 
the violent white nationalist rally in Charlottesville. Recalling Johns and the student 
revolt she led, the governor cited Johns as “what we need as leader” in our country 
today.  

     Submitted by: Nancy Nicolette 

 

Eliza Matilda Chandler White (b.1831–d.1907) 

Abolitionist, Activist in Charitable Causes 
Eliza M. Chandler White was born in Marietta, Ohio, in 1831, a direct descendant of 
the Alden and Standish Mayflower families. She attended the Monticello Seminary in 
Godfrey, Illinois, and taught school until her marriage in 1857 to Stephen Van Culen 
White, who was to become a prominent lawyer and an influential member of the New 
York Stock Exchange. The couple initially lived in Missouri. At the time, the issue of 
slavery caused fierce divisions. White was in favor of abolition and, to raise the 
educational status of blacks, she gave reading lessons to as many as she could, in spite of 
its being a prison offense. Efforts in aid of the needy and downtrodden were 
characteristic of her entire life. 
 
The Whites moved to Brooklyn in 1865. They became important members of 
Plymouth Church and were among the Henry Ward Beecher’s volunteers in the 
Underground Railroad, hiding escapees in their home as they journeyed north. Eliza 
White was deeply involved in a number of charities and building programs, serving as a 
formidable fundraiser. To cite just a few of her projects, she was one of the organizers 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiGp6O4_8PZAhXjdN8KHSviBtwQjRx6BAgAEAY&url=http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-4799862/Virginia-governor-rebukes-Trump-Charlottesville-remark.html&psig=AOvVaw1085vA23S6mxp2xIWa6Biu&ust=1519748738538352
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of the Home for Friendless Women and Children and of the Brooklyn Home for Consumptives, raising much of its 
$100,000 endowment fund. She was instrumental in erecting and endowing the Kingston Avenue Home.  

Eliza White founded the Fort Greene Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution and was a director the 
Prison Ship Martyrs’ Committee. The committee partnered with the Old Brooklynites to raise funds for a monument in 
honor of the 11,500 American prisoners of war who died in captivity aboard British prison ships moored in Wallabout 
Bay during the American Revolutionary War. She was particularly successful in helping to secure significant 
appropriations from the federal, state and city governments as well as from private donors. The monument in Fort 
Greene Park was dedicated in 1908, the year after her death. Eliza White is buried in Green-Wood Cemetery. The 
Whites had two children.                   

            Submitted by: Holly Kohler 

Asma Jahangir (b.1952–d.2018) 

Human Rights Activist 

Asma Jahangir, a Pakistani human rights activist, was well-known internationally 
but known very little in the United States. Jahangir was born in Lahore, Pakistan, in 
1952, to an affluent family, where her father was a left-wing politician, frequently 
jailed for opposing military dictators. Her initial appearance in court was to 
represent her jailed father. She founded the Human Rights Commission of 
Pakistan in 1987 and became its Secretary General in 1993. Jahangir spent most of 
her life defending women’s rights, children’s rights, and rights of religious 
minorities.  
 
The first demonstration of the Women’s Action Forum, founded by Jahangir and 
her sister, was a protest on behalf of a blind 13-year-old girl, Safia, raped by her 
employers. Safia was charged with fornication, ordered whipped, and jailed. 
Jahangir defended Safia and the verdict was overruled. Jahangir was attacked for 
proposing peace with India and received death threats and assassination warnings 
when she represented Saima Sarwar in her divorce proceedings in 1999, but Saima 
was later shot to death in an “honor killing.” In 1995, Jahangir defended a 14-year-old Christian boy, Salamat Masih, 
who was accused of blasphemy and won the case. A mob attacked Jahangir’s car, assaulting her and her driver. During 
one demonstration, a mixed-gender marathon in Lahore to raise awareness about violence against women, her group was 
attacked and police attempted to strip her naked. A police officer later said that he was ordered to do this. Throughout 
her life she was frequently placed under house arrest and received many death threats for her work.  
 
For her activism, Asma Jahangir received many awards, among them the UNESCO/Bilbao Prize for the Promotion of a 
Culture of Human Rights and was made an Officier de la Légion d’honneur by France. Asma Jahangir died of a brain 
hemorrhage on February 11, 2018.  
         Submitted by: Jacqueline de Weever 
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Grace Brewster Murray Hopper  

(b.1909–d.1992) 

Mathematician, Pioneer Programmer, Naval Officer 
Born in New York City, Grace Hopper received her masters and doctoral degrees in 
math from Yale University in 1930 and 1934. She was married to Vincent Foster 
Hopper from 1930 to 1945, and taught math at Vassar for a decade. Particularly 
celebrated as a pioneer of computer programming, Hopper was pulled by Yale from 
relative obscurity in 2017 when it renamed one of its iconic undergraduate residential 
colleges for her. This followed an extended and sometimes painful debate about the 
original namesake of that residential college, John C. Calhoun, a South Carolinian, 
who had been an energetic advocate of the preservation of American slavery. Hopper College is now one of Yale’s only 
two residential colleges named for a woman, the other being a new college that opened in 2017. Hopper College is also 
one of only two of Yale’s current 14 residential colleges named after a person born later than 1791. 

Hopper enlisted in the Naval Reserve in 1943 and was assigned to the Bureau of Ordnance Computation Project at 
Harvard University, where she learned to program a Mark I computer, putting her math skills to good use in fighting 
fascism. After the war, Hopper remained with the Navy as a reserve officer and worked in private industry overseeing 
computer programming. She was recalled to active duty at the age of 60 to help standardize computer language. When 
she retired in 1986 at age 79, she was a rear admiral as well as the oldest serving officer in the service. Hopper was the 
first woman individual recipient of the National Medal of Technology in 1991, and was honored by the Navy with the 
commissioning of the USS Hopper in 1997. To avoid boredom, Hopper took a post-retirement job in the computer 
industry and for several more years. She died in 1992 at the age of 85.   

          Submitted by: Alison Melick 

 

Christine von Wedemeyer Beshar (b.1929–d.2018) 

Lawyer and Workplace Childcare Pioneer 
Christine Beshar was 88 when she died suddenly on January 11, 2018. She was 
vibrant and actively engaged right up to her death, going into work regularly and 
tramping through the snowy woods and making snow angels with one of her 
daughters. In addition to her commitment to her family, she was a groundbreaker as 
a lawyer with a major Wall Street law firm and a pioneer in establishing workplace 
childcare.  
 
Beshar was born Christine von Wedemeyer in Germany. Her parents ran a family 
farm in Prussia. In 1945, Beshar, two sisters and a brother fled west to escape the 
advancing Russian army. After two years in high school in Sweden and university in 
Germany, she received a Fulbright Scholarship in 1952 to attend Smith College. It 
was there that Christine met Robert Beshar, who was then at Yale law school and 
who would later become her husband. After graduation she returned to Germany. 
Robert followed her. After obtaining her mother’s blessing, Christine and Robert 
were married in Germany. And so began a life-long partnership. 
 

Beshar started in 1954 as a switchboard operator at a small law firm and then worked in the law library there. Inspired by 
her husband’s love of the law, she decided she must learn more about it. In 1955 she began to “clerk” for her husband. 
They often traveled together while working on cases. In 1960, Christine passed the New York State bar exam on her first 



8 
 

try and without having attended law school. In 1964, Beshar joined the law firm of Cravath, Swaine and Moore as an 
associate, and in 1971 was named a partner, becoming the first woman partner at Cravath, Swaine and Moore and one 
of the first women in the country to achieve the status of partner at a law firm. 
 
Eighteen years later, Beshar proposed that the firm establish an on-site childcare center to be a backup service available to 
all employees when other childcare arrangements fell through. She was inspired by her own experiences and by those of 
one of her daughters who was a lawyer and had small children. In those days, no one took a child to the office. So in 
1989, when Cravath had moved into a new building with much more space, she claimed space for the childcare center 
and Cravath became the first major New York firm to open its own childcare center for its working parents. 
 
Christine Beshar was a trailblazer for women, a woman who became a partner at a major law firm, a woman who was 
committed to the childcare needs of working women and men. In a speech she gave at Smith College in 1980, she said, 
“I have enormous confidence in the capacity of women.”      
                Submitted by: Claudia Barber 

 

August Ada Byron–Countess of Lovelace (b.1815–d.1852)    

Mathematician & Writer  

The daughter of famed poet Lord Byron and his only legitimate child, Augusta Ada Byron, Countess of Lovelace―better 
known as "Ada Lovelace"―was born in London on December 10, 1815. Ada showed her gift for mathematics at an early 

age and had an unusual upbringing for an aristocratic girl in the mid-1800s. At her 
mother's insistence, she was tutored by William Frend, a social reformer; William 
King, the family's doctor; and Mary Somerville, a Scottish astronomer and 
mathematician. Around the age of 17, Ada met Charles Babbage, a mathematician 
and inventor. The pair became friends, and the much older Babbage served as a 
mentor to Ada. She later translated an article on a calculating engine that was 
invented by Charles Babbage and added her own comments. Because she 
introduced many modern computer concepts in her copious additions to the 
concepts that Babbage originally envisioned, Ada is considered the first computer 
programmer. 
 
In 1835, Ada married William King, who became the Earl of Lovelace three years 
later. She then took the title of Countess of Lovelace. They shared a love of horses 
and had three children together. From most accounts, he supported his wife's 
academic endeavors. Ada died on November 27, 1852. Ada Lovelace’s 
contributions to the field of computer science were not discovered until the 1950s. 

Her notes were reintroduced to the world by B.V. Bowden, who republished them in “Faster Than Thought: A 
Symposium on Digital Computing Machines” in 1953. Since then, Ada has received many posthumous honors for her 
work. In 1980, the U.S. Department of Defense named a newly developed computer language “Ada,” after Lovelace. 

Submitted by: Peter Farley III 
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Suzan Rose Benedict (b.1873–d.1942) 

Pioneer Woman Ph.D. in Mathematics 

Suzan Rose Benedict was born in 1873 in Norwalk, Ohio. She entered Smith College as a 
freshman in 1891. After graduating from Smith and teaching high school for a while, she 
returned to teach at Smith in 1905. Benedict received her Ph.D. in Mathematics from the 
University of Michigan in 1914, the first woman to receive a Ph.D. in Mathematics from that 
institution. She devoted her life to Smith College and teaching mathematics to young women. 
She shared a home for many years with a fellow mathematics faculty member at Smith named 
Susan Rambo. She was part of the first wave of woman Ph.Ds. in mathematics at American 
universities. This early movement swelled the ranks of woman Ph.Ds. to 14 percent at some 
point before 1940. As an example of how social progress can advance and then have set backs, 
the percentage of woman Ph.Ds. had declined to four percent by 1950. 

The Smith Department of Mathematics still awards one sophomore each year with the Suzan 
Rose Benedict award for achievement in math. 

.       Submitted by: Suzan Frazier 

 

Nellie Bly (b.1864–d.1922)  

Journalist, Industrialist  
Nellie Bly was an accomplished investigative journalist who 
helped pioneer a new kind of investigative journalism and went 
on to expose injustices to other groups and people around the 
world. As a writer, Bly focused her early work for the Pittsburgh 
Dispatch on the lives of working women, writing a series of 
investigative articles on women factory workers. However, the 
newspaper soon received complaints from factory owners about 
her writing, and she was reassigned to “women’s pages” to cover 
fashion, society, and gardening, the usual role for women 
journalists. She became dissatisfied. Bly then traveled to Mexico 
to serve as a foreign correspondent. Still only 21, she spent nearly half a year reporting the lives and customs of the 
Mexican people; her dispatches later were published in book form as  0. In one report, she protested the imprisonment 
of a local journalist for criticizing the Mexican government, then a dictatorship under Porfirio Diaz. When Mexican 
authorities learned of Bly’s report, they threatened her with arrest, prompting her to flee the country. Safely home, she 
accused Díaz of being a tyrannical czar suppressing the Mexican people and controlling the press. 

Burdened again with theater and arts reporting, Bly left the Pittsburgh Dispatch in 1887 for New York City. Penniless after 
four months, she talked her way into the offices of Joseph Pulitzer’s newspaper, the New York World, and took an 
undercover assignment for which she agreed to feign insanity to investigate reports of brutality and neglect at the 
Women’s Lunatic Asylum on Blackwell’s Island. Committed to the asylum, Bly experienced the deplorable conditions 
firsthand. After ten days, the asylum released Bly at the World’s behest. Her report, later published in book form as Ten 
Days in a Mad-House, caused a sensation, prompted the asylum to implement reforms and brought her lasting fame. 
 
In 1888, Bly suggested to her editor at the New York World that she take a trip around the world, attempting to turn the 
fictional Around the World in Eighty Days into fact for the first time. A year later, at 9:40 a.m. on November 14, 1889, and 
with two days’ notice, she boarded the Augusta Victoria, a steamer of the Hamburg America Line, and began her 40,070-
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km journey. She took with her the dress she was wearing, a sturdy overcoat, several changes of underwear, and a small 
travel bag carrying her toiletry essentials. She carried most of her money (£200 in English bank notes and gold, as well as 
some American currency) in a bag tied around her neck. Just over 72 days after her departure from Hoboken, Bly was 
back in New York. She had circumnavigated the globe, traveling alone for almost the entire journey.  
 
At age 31, Bly married 71-year-old industrialist Robert Seaman. Due to her husband’s failing health, she retired from 
journalism and succeeded her husband as head of the Iron Clad Manufacturing Co., which made steel containers such as 
milk cans and boilers, becoming one of the leading industrialists in the country. Later she returned to reporting and 
wrote stories on Europe’s Eastern Front during World War I and notably covered the Woman Suffrage Parade of 1913. 
Under the headline "Suffragists Are Men’s Superiors," her parade story accurately predicted that it would be 1920 before 
women in the United States would be given the right to vote.   

Submitted by: Rosanne Limoncelli  

 

 

The Rt. Rev. Barbara Clementine Harris (b.1930–)     

First Woman Bishop in the Anglican Communion  
Barbara C. Harris is an unsung heroine of our age. Born in 1930, she was raised in 
Philadelphia by parents who were active in their local Episcopal church. She was a civil rights 
activist in the 1960s and served as an acolyte at the 1974 irregular ordination of the 
“Philadelphia Eleven” at the Church of the Advocate, a historic African-American 
congregation. At that time, the Episcopal Church had not yet authorized the ordination of 
women to the priesthood and episcopacy, but three retired bishops who supported women’s 
full equality ordained those eleven woman deacons to the priesthood.  

Harris was ordained a priest in 1980, four years after General Convention approved women’s 
ordination. She was elected suffragan bishop for the Diocese of Massachusetts in September 
of 1988 and was consecrated on February 11, 1989. As the first woman bishop and an 
African-American, she received death threats and obscene messages. Harris remained a strong 

proponent of civil rights during the course of her tenure. She retired in 2002, and still attends diocesan conventions. The 
diocese’s children’s camp, located in Greenfield, New Hampshire, is named after her: the Barbara C. Harris Camp and 
Conference Center. 

                Submitted by: Bernie D. Jones 
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Gladys Mae West, (b.1931–) 

Mathematician 

“Recalculating.” 
By now, most of us have heard this at least a few times. Have you 
ever wondered the source of those calculations? Our GPS units, 
something that many of us rely on daily to get us here and there, 
avoid traffic jams, and route a detour via a coffee shop, largely 
depend on data gathered and calculations made in the 1960s and 
1970s by Gladys Mae West. Born Gladys Mae Brown in 1931 in 
California, West grew up in Virginia. She graduated as 
valedictorian of her high school class and was offered scholarship to 
Virginia State College (now a university), a public, historically black 
college located in Petersburg, Virginia. After graduating with a 
mathematics degree, she taught school for two years, and then 
returned to Virginia State College for her master’s degree. 
 
In 1956, West was hired as a mathematician by the Naval Surface Warfare Center Dahlgren Division. Located in 
Dahlgren, Virginia, the facility is now known as the Naval Support Activity South Potomac and still functions as a 
laboratory and research site for the US Navy. When she started working at Dahlgren, she was the second black woman 
working at the base. West’s work focused on the locational functions of the SEASAT satellite, a military satellite 
launched in 1978 to observe oceanic phenomenon and a forerunner of our current GPS satellite network. 
After 42 years at Dahlgren, West retired in 1998. She lives in Virginia with her husband Ira (also a mathematician retired 
from Dahlgren), and is currently writing her dissertation toward a Ph.D. from Virginia Tech. According to the Wests’ 
daughter, they still prefer paper maps.      

             Submitted by: Colleen Heemeyer 

 

Carmen Yulin Cruz (b.1963–) 

Mayor of San Juan, Puerto Rico 

Carmen Yulin Cruz is the mayor of San Juan, Puerto Rico, a self-governing 
Commonwealth in association with the United States. She is a member of the 
Popular Democratic Party having served as Mayor since January 2013. Cruz earned 
her college degree from Boston University, graduating magna cum laude. She was an 
advisor to San Juan’s mayor in 1992 and ran for the Puerto Rico House of 
Representatives. After election she became a ranking member of the Women Affairs 
Committee. Cruz was elected mayor of San Juan on November 6, 2012, and 
became the third woman to hold San Juan’s mayoral office.  
 
Prior to October 2017, when Hurricane Maria made landfall in the 
Commonwealth, Mayor Cruz was just one of 88 mayors. She became the voice of 
frustration with bureaucracy and a vociferous critic of President Trump’s response 
to the humanitarian crisis that was affecting Puerto Rico. Because of this, she was 

often a target of his venomous tweets. She was seen on national television at times pleading for help for the citizens in 
the ravaged areas, most notably exclaiming “we are dying here” and noting she was done with political correctness. Her 
outspoken yet eloquent criticism of the crisis and bureaucracy resulted in Time Magazine considering her as 2017 Person 
of the Year. 

                      Submitted by: Linda Padilla-Diaz 
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Florence Beatrice Price (b.1887–d.1953) 

Composer 
Florence Beatrice Price was born in Little Rock, Arkansas, to a mixed race, middle class 
family. Her mother was a music teacher who supervised her early training. She graduated 
from high school at 14 and enrolled in the New England Conservatory of Music, where 
she said she was Mexican to avoid racial prejudice. After graduation in 1906 with honors 
as an organist and with a teaching certificate, she moved to Atlanta, Georgia, where she 
became head of the Music Department of Clark Atlanta University. In 1912, she married 
Thomas Price, a lawyer, and had two daughters. The family moved back to Arkansas, but 
after a racial lynching in Little Rock, Arkansas, in 1927, they moved to Chicago. In 1931, 
she and her husband divorced, and to support herself as a single mother, she performed 
as an organist for silent films in movie theaters. In 1932, Price won the Wanamaker 
Foundation Award for her “Symphony in E Minor.” Her other orchestral works, which 
included black melodies and rhythms, were played by the Detroit Works Progress 
Administration Orchestra and the Chicago Women’s Symphony. Two of her spiritual arrangements, “I am Bound for 
the Kingdom” and “I’m Workin’ On My Buildin’” were dedicated to and regularly performed by Marian Anderson.  

After Price died suddenly in 1953, her work was overshadowed by the work of other composers. She was mentioned 
more often than she was heard. Some of her work was lost, including her last major composition, “Violin Concerto No. 
2.” However, that lost work and others were discovered in 2009 in an abandoned house in St. Anne, Illinois. The house 
had once served as her summer home. “Violin Concerto No. 2” was recorded, and we now can hear her works on 
YouTube. Her “Fourth Symphony,” which was discovered in the abandoned house, will receive its premiere by the Fort 

Smith Symphony in Arkansas in May.            Submitted by: Barbara Gonzo 

 

Alice Augusta Ball (b.1892–d.1916) 

Chemist  
Alice Augusta Ball was an African-American chemist who developed an injectable 
oil extract that was the most effective treatment for leprosy (Hansen’s disease) until 
the 1940s. Ball earned bachelor degrees in pharmaceutical chemistry and pharmacy 
at the University of Washington. With her pharmacy instructor, she published a 
10-page article in the prestigious Journal of the American Chemical Society, a rare 
accomplishment not only for African-American women, but women of any race. 
She was the first woman and first African-American to receive a master’s degree 
from the University of Hawaii and became the first woman chemistry professor at 
the university.   

From 1866 to 1942, a patient diagnosed with leprosy was arrested and sent to 
Kalihi Hospital on the Hawaiian island of Molokai. Dr. Harry T. Hollmann was one of the few physicians at 
the hospital not satisfied with the inconsistent results of treatment with chaulmoogra oil in its natural form, 
straight from the tree as a topical. However, it was too sticky as a topical and extremely painful as an 
injection. Hollmann asked Alice Ball, then working on her thesis, to assist him in developing a method to 
isolate the active chemical compounds in chaulmoogra oil. In 1915, Ball at age 23 developed the Ball Method 
to make the oil injectable and absorbable by the body.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/African_American
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chemist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leprosy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_Washington
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Journal_of_the_American_Chemical_Society
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_Hawaii
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chaulmoogra
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Alice Ball died the following year and was unable to publish her revolutionary findings. Arthur L. Dean, a 
chemist and the president of the university, continued her work, producing large quantities of the 
chaulmoogra extract and, without giving credit to Ball, renamed the technique the Dean Method, until 
Hollmann spoke out.  In 2000, the university finally honored Ball with a plaque placed on the chaulmoogra 
tree behind Bachman Hall. That same day, February 29 (of all days) was declared “Alice Ball Day,” which is 
celebrated every four years. In 2007, the university’s Board of Regents recognized Ball with a Medal of 
Distinction. In 2016, Hawaiʻi Magazine ranked Ball in a list of the most influential women in Hawaiian history. 

    Submitted by: Lauren Watkins 

Mathilde Krim (b.1926–d.2018)  
AIDS Researcher and Activist   
Dr. Mathilde Krim was a geneticist and virologist who spent most of her career up 
until the early 1980s in cancer research looking for possible viral links to AIDS. 
When it became apparent that AIDS was caused by a virus that was decimating 
large sections of the population, including gay men, hemophiliacs, people 
receiving blood transfusions and mothers-to-infants during pregnancy, she decided 
to take action.  
Krim realized immediately that AIDS was more than a medical issue, but a matter 
of civil rights. In 1983, she and a number of her influential friends formed the 
AIDS Medical Foundation to raise money for research, and in 1985 that group 
and another in Los Angeles merged to form amfAR (the American Foundation for 
AIDS Research). While Elizabeth Taylor was its founding international 
chairwoman, Krim used the foundation as a platform to advocate for safe sex 
programs, fought mandatory AIDS testing that could be used to persecute gay 
people in the workplace and campaigned for laws barring discrimination in  
housing and employment.  

amfAR has raised over $517 million and has funded thousands of programs for AIDS research, prevention, treatment 
and advocacy. Krim was awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom in 2000 by Bill Clinton in recognition of her 
“extraordinary compassion and commitment” and was a recipient of a Jefferson Award for Public Service in 2003.  In his 
book The Gay Metropolis: The Landmark History of Gay Life in America, Charles Kaiser wrote, “One scientist outside the 
government was more important than any other heterosexual in New York City in sounding the alarm about the growing 
crisis. Her name was Mathilde Krim.” 

Submitted by: Nancy Nicolette 
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Frances Glessner Lee (b.1878–d.1962)   

Forensic Scientist and Artist    
Frances Glessner was the daughter of John Jacob Glessner, a vice president at 
International Harvester, and Frances M. Glessner. She grew up on fashionable 
Prairie Street in Chicago and was educated at home by private tutors. She 
aspired to study law or medicine, but her parents, who believed that “a lady did 
not go to school,” refused to allow her to attend university. In 1897 she 
married Blewett Lee, who was general counsel to the Illinois Central Railroad; 
the marriage ended in divorce in 1914 and she never remarried.  

As part of her early domestic education, Lee learned to make miniatures. One 
of her early miniatures, a birthday present for her mother, was a recreation of the  
Chicago Symphony with 90 musicians, their instruments, sheet music, music stands and instrument cases. 

Lee became good friends with one of her brother’s classmates at Harvard, George Burgess Magrath, who later became a 
professor of pathology at Harvard Medical School and chief medical examiner of Suffolk County. She was captivated by 
the stories he told of real life crimes and the challenges of investigating violent deaths. With the death of her parents in 
the 1930s, Lee used her inheritance to endow a Department of Legal Medicine at Harvard in 1931 (the first such 
department in the country), establish the George Burgess Magrath Library of Legal Medicine and underwrite a chair of 
the department, first filled by Magrath. 

Through her artistic skill at crafting dollhouses with great detail and her belief that crimes could be solved by scientific 
analysis of visual and material evidence, Lee transformed the field of forensic science. She constructed a series of 20 
dioramas of actual cases, described in scenes she created, the “Nutshell Studies of Unexplained Death.” In the 1940s and 
1950s she hosted a series of semi-annual seminars at Harvard, the Harvard Seminars in Homicide Investigation (later 
renamed the Harvard Associates in Police Science seminars) for detectives, prosecutors and other investigators using the 
Nutshell models as a training tool. The models were accurate and meticulously detailed. She took a special interest in 
training police officers because they were the first on the scene and had to know how to recognize and preserve evidence. 
In her dioramas, Lee often featured victims such as women, the poor, and people living on the fringes of society whose 
cases might be overlooked or tainted with prejudice on the part of the investigator. She wanted the trainees to learn to 
treat each case with rigor, regardless of the victim. 

Lee’s craft and artistic skill were celebrated at an exhibit in January at the Renwick Gallery of the Smithsonian American 
Art Museum, which brought together nineteen of the Nutshells known to exist. Frances Glessner Lee actually fulfilled 
her desire to study law and medicine. 

Submitted by: Claudia Barber 
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Marjory Stoneman Douglas (b.1890–d.1998)       

Journalist, Author, Women’s Suffrage Advocate, Conservationist   
The name “Marjory Stoneman Douglas” is today best known as the high school in 
Florida where 17 students died in a mass shooting on Valentine’s Day this year. The 
students there have become leaders in a renewed movement against the ravages of gun 
violence. Many of these students have acknowledged the role of their teachers in 
developing powerful and brave voices. Their school’s namesake may have been 
watching over those teachers as they did their work.  
 
Douglas was born in 1890. Her father was a lawyer and judge who moved his family 
to Florida when he founded the Miami Herald. Her mother was a concert pianist. 

When the family settled in Miami, the city had only 5,000 residents. As early as the 1920s, Douglas was vocal about the 
need for responsible growth and development of the land. She studied English at Wellesley College and served in the 
American Red Cross during the First World War. After a brief, unhappy marriage, Douglas worked in a variety of 
editorial roles at the Miami Herald, including writing a literary column and columns supporting women’s suffrage, 
calling attention to problems of poverty, advocating for better sanitation and opposing racism.  
 
She joined the board of the Everglades Tropical National Park Committee, a group devoted to making a national park in 
the Everglades. She also pursued a literary career and was best known for her book, The Everglades: River of Grass, 
published in 1947, the year President Truman declared 1.5 million acres a protected area and the Everglades National 
Park opened. By the 1960s, the Everglades were in danger of annihilation because of real estate and agriculture 
development. In 1969, at the age of almost 80, Douglas founded the group Friends of the Everglades to protest the 
building of an airport in the Big Cypress portion of the Everglades. Together with other watchdog groups, they were 
successful in pressuring President Nixon to scrap the project. Her activism to restore the Everglades continued as 
pollution and the diversion of the natural flow of water caused significant harm to the park.  
 
For much of her life, Douglas faced an uphill battle in her environmentalism; however, as damaged as the Everglades 
have been, their fate would have been even worse without her efforts and the work of many others like her. President 
Clinton recognized her achievements, awarding Douglas the Presidential Medal of Freedom in 1993. Her ashes were 
scattered in the Everglades after her death in 1998 at the age of 108.  
                                                                                                    Submitted by: Jane Greenway Carr 
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The following heroines have been honored by St. Ann & the Holy Trinity and we offer them our profound thanks. 
 
2016 
Egeria, Pilgrim 4th Century 
Augusta Savage, Artist (1892-1962) 
Frances Kroll Ring, Editor (1916-2015) 
Ilse Frank Gropius, Author and Photographer (1897-1983) 
Lady Deborah Moody, Village Founder (1586-1659) 
Alice Kober, Decoder of the Minoan Language (1906-1950) 
Clara Lemlich, Union Organizer (1886-1982) 
Frances Oldham Kelsey, Physician and Researcher (1914-2015) 
Clara Driscoll, Designer at Tiffany Studios (1861-1944) 
Claudette Colvin, Civil Rights Activist (b.1939) 
Patricia C. Jordan, Housing Activist (b. 1941) 
Emily Warren Roebling, Engineer (1843-1903) 
Beate Sirota Gordon, Equal Rights Activist (1923-2012) 
Maurine Haver, CEO (b. 1945) 
Belva Ann Lockwood, Attorney, Politician, Activist (1830-1917) 
Judge Judith Kaye, Chief Judge, NY State (1939-2016) 
Aleen Isobel Cust, First Female Veterinary Surgeon (1868-1937) 
 
2017 
Evelyn Underhill, Novelist and Poet (1875-1941) 
Florence Li Tim-Oi, Priest (1907-1992) 
Jeannette Rankin, Congresswoman (1880-1973) 
Brenda Barnes, CEO (1953-2017) 
Victoria Woodhull, Political Leader (1838-1927) 
Esther Hobart Morris, Businesswoman (1814-1902) 
Inez Milholland, Suffragist, Labor Lawyer, Journalist (1886-1916) 
Vera Rubin, Astrophysicist, Astronomer (1928-2016) 
Buchi Emecheta, Novelist (1944-2017) 
P*R*A*Y*, Graffiti Artist 
Sister Rosetta Sharpe, Gospel Singer (1915-1973) 
Frances Perkins, Sociologist, Politician (1880-1965) 
Jovita Idár, Journalist (1885-1946) 
Hildreth Meière, Artist (1892-1961) 
Cathay Williams, Military Servicewoman (1844-1892) 
Elizabeth Schuyler Hamilton, Philantrhopist (1757-1854) 
Angelica Schuyler Church, (1756-1814) 
Mariela Castro, Politician, LGBT activist (b. 1962) 
 
In Memoriam 
Gwen Ifill, Journalist (1953-2016) 
Mary Tyler Moore, Actress (1936-2017) 
Jane Hughes Fawcett, Codebreaker (1921-2016) 
Anne Deborah Atai-Omoruto, Physician (1956-2016) 
Helen M. Marshall, Queens Borough President (1929-2017) 
  
 

Please consider making a freewill donation to support this and other community events  
sponsored by St. Ann & the Holy Trinity Episcopal Church. 

 


