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ST. ANN & THE HOLY TRINITY 

Episcopal Church 

presents 
in celebration of Women’s History Month 

 
UNSUNG HEROINES 

INTRODUCTION BY Nancy Nicolette 

 

EVELYN UNDERHILL/ FLORENCE LI TIM-OI  The Rev. Katherine Salisbury 

Novelist & Poet /Priest 
 

JEANETTE RANKIN/BRENDA BARNES   Carol Stone  

CongressWoman/Mother & CEO 
 

VICTORIA WOODULL      Holly Fuchs 

Political Leader 
 

ESTHER HOBART MORRIS     Barbara Gonzo 

Business Woman 
 

INEZ MILHOLLAND      Nancy Nicolette  

Suffragist, Labor Lawyer, Journalist 
 

VERA RUBIN/BUCHI EMECHETA    Jacqueline De Weever  

Astro-Physics Astronomer/ Novelist 
 

PRAY/SISTER ROSETTA THARPE    Susan Frazier 
Graffiti Artist/ Gospel Singer 

 
WE ASK THAT YOU SILENCE ALL CELL PHONES AND OTHER ELECTRONIC DEVICES FOR THE DURATION OF THE 

PROGRAM. 
  

Please consider making a freewill donation to support this and other community events  
sponsored by St. Ann & the Holy Trinity Episcopal Church. 
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Evelyn Underhill - Novelist and Poet (1875-1941) 

Evelyn Underhill was an Anglo-Catholic novelist and poet living in London at the 

turn of the 20th Century. Her first scholarly book, Mysticism: A Study in the Nature 
and Development of Man's Spiritual Consciousness, was published in 1911. A 
popular bestseller, it "brought the study of mysticism to the forefront of people's 
minds, both in and out of the academic community". "No deeply religious man," 
Underhill writes, "is without a touch of mysticism – “In mysticism that love of truth 
which we saw at the beginning of all philosophy leaves the merely intellectual sphere, 
and takes on the assured aspect of personal passion.”  Underhill was not, in the 
words of biographer, Raymond Chapman, "a withdrawn and shadowy mystic but...a 
woman who lived fully in the world."  In 1907 she attended a Franciscan retreat and 
"seems to have undergone a kind of conversion experience…that brought her into 
rapport with the unseen world that could loosely be called, for good or ill, 'the 
supernatural."  

Underhill's first published works were novels and poetry collections drawing upon neoplatonic and spiritual themes.  
Her work moved in a scholarly direction with the publication of essays on the importance of ritual magic and analysis of 
religious art.  She also published a translation of medieval miracle stories about the Virgin Mary.  Mysticism: A Study of 
the Nature and Development of Man's Spiritual Consciousness was Underhill's first academic book. Pioneering in its 
interdisciplinary approach to the subject of religious experience, it built upon on the psychological foundation laid by 
William James and included translations of numerous mystical texts that had never before been available in English.    

Underhill served on numerous Church committees and was involved in Prayer Book revision.  For a time, she served as 
theological editor for the English publication Spectator.  Yet it was Mysticism that put Evelyn Underhill on the map.  
First published in 1911, it went through twelve editions in just twenty years, changing the way in which mysticism was 
studied, and understood.  

Submitted by: The Rev. Katherine Salisbury 
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Florence Li Tim-Oi – Priest (1907-1992) 

On 5 May 1907 Li Tim Oi was born in the fishing village of Aberdeen on Hong Kong island. At that time, a bowl of 

ash could be at hand to smother unwanted new-born girls, but her father was delighted with his daughter and called her 
Tim-Oi, ‘Much Beloved.’  

While finances and family responsibilities led to numerous delays in her education, Li Tim Oi at last completed 
secondary school at the age of 27. While a student, Li Tim Oi had joined an Anglican church, and at baptism took the 

Christian name Florence after Florence Nightingale (who had sought ordination in the 
Anglican Church, unsuccessfully, a century earlier.)  

In 1934 Li Tim Oi began a four-year course at Union Theological College in Canton.  
In 1941 she was ordained a deacon, and given charge of the Anglican congregation in 
the Portuguese colony of Macao, then filled with refugees from war-torn China.   

When a priest could no longer travel from Japanese-occupied territory to preside at the 
Eucharist, Tim-Oi was licensed to celebrate as a deacon.  This continued for three years 
until, in 1944, as much of China lay in the grip of the Japanese invasion, Bishop 
Ronald Hall, discerned “a match between wartime need and a uniquely gifted person,” 
and ordained Li Tim-Oi to the priesthood. It was not until 1971 that the Anglican 
Communion agreed that further women might be ordained priest, and not until 1994 
that women were priested in the Church of England.  To defuse controversy, in 1946 

Li Tim-Oi surrendered her priest's license (but not her Holy Orders) at the end of the war. She would later resume the 
practice of her priesthood in the Church in China, and in Toronto until she retired in 1981. Florence Li Tim-Oi was 
awarded Doctorates of Divinity by General Theological Seminary, New York, and Trinity College, Toronto.  In 2003, the 
Episcopal Church fixed January 24 as her feast day.* 

*Adapted from “It Takes ONE Woman”a booklet produced by the Li Tim-Oi Foundation, which helps women train for Christian work in their 
own 

 Submitted by: The Rev. Katherine Salisbury 

 

 

 



5 
 

Jeannette Rankin – 1st Congressional Service Woman (1880- 1973)       

In two weeks, the country will mark a major anniversary.  On April 2nd the 100th 

Anniversary of the swearing in of the first woman Member of the United States 
House of Representatives, Jeannette Rankin of Montana will take place. 

Jeannette Rankin was born in Missoula on June 11, 1880.  Her father was a 
rancher and her mother a schoolteacher.  She was the eldest of six children: five 
daughters and one son.  After high school, Jeannette attended Montana State 
University.  She worked as a seamstress and a teacher and also tried social work.  
She later went on to study at the New York School of Philanthropy, which later 
became the Columbia University School of Social Work.  She also attended the 
University of Washington in Seattle.  At this last institution, Jeannette became 
active in the women’s suffrage movement.  At some point, she also became a 
dedicated pacifist. 

Jeannette was active in efforts in Washington State to grant voting rights to women and those efforts succeeded in 1910.  
She then moved home to Montana, where she worked toward similar rights.  Her efforts were instrumental in achieving 
the goal in 1914, making Montana the tenth state where women could vote.  Then Jeannette decided to run for 
Congress.  Her brother, a lawyer and active in state Republican politics, helped finance and manage her campaign.  
Montana had two Representatives who served a single state-wide “at-large” district.  In the election on November 7, 1916, 
of six candidates, Jeannette received the second highest vote total, 76,932, and 7,567 fewer than the front-runner.  She 
got 9,958 more than the third highest vote-getter, so her performance was quite respectable.  The following April 2, 
1917, when the 65th Congress convened, she was greeted with enthusiastic applause as she took her seat in the House. 

This was all in the midst of World War I.  In the opening days of April, newly elected President Woodrow Wilson asked 
for a Declaration of War.  This was granted on April 6; the vote in the House was 373 to 50.  Ms. Rankin was among the 
50 “no” votes.  Because she was the only woman, her vote was all the more distinctive.  Her other distinction in her one 
term in the House in that era was to help lead the push for passage of the 19th Amendment to the Constitution, which 
would give women the right to vote everywhere in the country.  The House passed this amendment twice during 1918, 
but each time the Senate narrowly voted it down.  It finally passed both Houses of Congress in 1919 and was ratified in 
late August 1920. 

Jeannette Rankin ran for Senate in 1918, but lost in the Republican primary.  She then bought a small farm in Georgia 
and became a public speaker and lobbyist on behalf of peace and the prevention of war.  During that time, of course, 
World War II developed, and she returned to Montana to run for the House again in 1940, at age 60.  Pearl Harbor 
happened on December 7, 1941, and the vote in Congress to declare war Japan took place on December 8.  The vote in 
the Senate was unanimous and in the House, it was 388 to 1.  Asked to change her vote, Ms. Rankin said, “As a woman, 
I can’t go to war, and I refuse to send anyone else.”  This ended her political career.  She did consider running again, 
however, in 1972, when she was 92, in order to argue against Viet Nam involvement, but her health would not permit.  
She died in Carmel, California, on May 18, 1973.  In 1972, she said she hoped she would be remembered most for being 
“the only woman who ever voted to give women the right to vote.”   

  Submitted by: Carol Stone 
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Brenda Barnes – Mother First, CEO Second (1953-2017) 

Brenda Barnes, who passed away in January 2017, had a remarkable business 

career as the CEO of not just one, but two major US corporations, PepsiCo and 
Sara Lee.  Her career is all the more unique for the fact that she took off for seven 
years in between those to stay home and raise her children. 

She was born in Chicago in 1953, one of seven children.  Her grandparents had 
immigrated from Poland; her father was a pipe-fitter and her mother a homemaker.  
She attended Augustana College in Rockford, IL, graduating in 1975 with a degree 
in business and economics.  It was a recession year and there weren’t many jobs; 
Brenda worked sorting mail in a post office, waiting tables and selling clothes.  She 
eventually got a career-type position in 1976 as a business manager at Wilson 
Sporting Goods, which was then a division of PepsiCo.  She went to graduate school at Loyola of Chicago, earning an 
MBA in 1978.  She married Randall Barnes in 1980; they eventually had three children. 

Brenda moved up through the ranks at Pepsi, taking successively responsible positions in sales and marketing for Frito-
Lay and then for national divisions of PepsiCo.  She became the chief operating officer of PepsiCo in 1993 and the CEO 
in 1996.  By then her children were 6, 7 and 9.  Biographical information cites her comments that it was easier to leave 
the children when they were very young, but when they started to grow, she found she wanted to be with them as they 
developed and began meeting life in the larger world.  These feelings became stronger and stronger for her, to the point 
that during 1997, she made a firm decision to resign her CEO position to stay at home with the kids. 

Such a decision would be dramatic anytime, but 20 years ago, as women were really working at breaking through glass 
ceilings for the first time, this was genuinely heroic.  How could you possibly give up a major corporate leadership role 
for the purpose of driving your kids to school?  But Brenda Barnes knew this was what she genuinely wanted to do, what 
her real calling was at that point in her life.  "I'm the only person who became famous for quitting my job," she told the 
Wall Street Journal at the time. 

She was, though, never completely cut off from business.  She served on the boards of The New York Times and Sears, 
she taught at Northwestern University and was interim president of Starwood Hotels.  In 2004, her kids now teenagers, 
she received an offer from Steve McMillan, CEO of Sara Lee, to join that company with the plan to move into the CEO 
position after a transition period when McMillan would leave.  Sara Lee was a far-flung consumer goods and food 
conglomerate for which profitability was shrinking.  Brenda Barnes would have a big job to do to bring some order into 
that corporate chaos. 

This work was succeeding in 2010, when, at age 56, Brenda suffered a major stroke.  She was forced to resign from Sara 
Lee while she concentrated on her rehabilitation.  She did become the chairman of the board of the Rehabilitation 
Institute of Chicago. She suffered yet another stroke this past January 15 and died on January 17, at age 63. 

“Barnes herself never sought to be a role model.  It was all about being good at her job, be successful at parenthood too, 
and juggling those priorities accordingly, whether hour by hour or year by year.” 
Reference: Lindsay Whipp, The Financial Times, February 3, 2017.     

Submitted by: Carol Stone 
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Victoria Woodhull – Political Leader (1838-1927) 

Victoria California Claflin Woodhull (1838-1927) was the first woman to run for President of 

the United States.  Her father was distantly related to Massachusetts Governor William Claflin.  
She was born in Ohio to an impoverished family, the 7th of 10 children and at age 15 first 
married the family's physician, Dr. Canning Woodhull, a cousin of Mayor Caleb Smith 
Woodhull of NYC.  Because of his alcoholism she divorced him after their second child was 
born.  At age 28 she married Colonel Harvey Blood, a Civil War veteran, who was helpful in her 
campaign for president.  She became wealthy because of her ability as a healer and spiritualist or 
medium, and because of the fortune she made as owner, with her sister Tennessee Claflin, of a 

Wall Street brokerage firm.  She became famous as founder in 1870 of a newspaper (Woodhull & Claflin's Weekly).  
The paper championed women's rights, sex education, eugenics, free love, and legalization of 'the sex trade.' Victoria 
Woodhull became politically active after starting her newspaper, by which time she had developed into a woman of great 
charm and charisma, qualities that were mentioned in her dealings with congressmen of the time. In 1871 she spoke 
before Congress in defense of woman's suffrage, arguing that women already had the vote due to the 14th and 15th 
amendment, they simply needed to exercise the right.    

In 1872 at age 34 (not 35) she was the Equal Rights Party candidate for U S. president (Frederick Douglass was the VP 
candidate).  Her candidacy received tremendous publicity because of her equal rights platform; her ticket won popular 
votes but no electoral votes.   The women's suffrage movement in the United States did not embrace her because of her 
propensity for attracting publicity, and because of her advocacy of  equal rights for women in contexts that many leading 
suffragettes felt were inappropriate.  Four years after the election (1876) she divorced Col. Blood and, in 1877, moved to 
London where she gave talks on spiritualism (The Human Body, the temple of God).   In 1883 she married one of her 
spiritualist followers, John Biddolph Martin, a wealthy banker, and took the name Victoria Woodhull Martin.  After her 
husband's death in 1901, she built a village school, and, with her sister Tenny and her daughter Zula, became champion 
of education reforms including a kindergarten curriculum.  She died in 1927, was cremated, and her ashes were 
distributed in the sea.  There is a memorial to her near her English home, and a marker at the Homer (Ohio) Public 
Library noting Victoria Woodhull as the 'first woman candidate for president of the United States.'   In 2008 she was 
honored by the Manhattan Borough President's Office and, as a 'trailblazer,'  by St. John's University in Queens. 
    

Submitted by: Holly Kohler 
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Esther Hobart Morris – Business Woman (1814-1902)       

Esther Hobart was born in Tioga County, New York.  Orphaned as a young girl, she was 
apprenticed to a seamstress, and by her early 20’s was running her grandparents’ 
millinery business. 

Widowed a 30, with an infant son Archy, she experienced financial difficulties because it 
was illegal for married women to own property, or inherit the estate of their husbands.  
In 1845 she married again, to John Morris, and had twin sons.   

In 1868, John Morris and Archy opened a saloon in the newly created Wyoming 
Territory.  Esther and her twin sons, now 18 years old, joined them in 1869, arriving via 
the transcontinental railroad.    However, with construction on the transcontinental 
railroad completed, Wyoming was already falling on hard times – with more people 
leaving than coming in, and with six men to every women – very few children.     

In Wyoming, Esther became acquainted with Julia Bright and William Bright, another saloon owner, who was active in 
politics and the Democratic Party.  In 1868, Republican Ulysses S. Grant was elected President, and appointed another 
Republican, John Campbell, as territorial governor.  But in Wyoming Territorial elections, the Democrats were swept 
into power, and William Bright was elected to the upper house of the Legislature, known as the Council.   

As something of a political stunt, and at the urging of his wife Julia Bright, William Bright, introduced a bill in the 
Wyoming Legislature giving women the right to vote.   The bill’s purpose was to attract female settlers to increase the 
population, and to embarrass the Republican Governor, who they thought would veto the bill.    The bill had its dark 
side.  The Fifteenth Amendment to the Constitution giving black men the right to vote had just been enacted, with 
Republican support, and a bill granting women’s suffrage was a form of satire against the 15th Amendment, which 
appalled William Bright, who was a native of Virginia.     

However, Governor Campbell signed the bill into law on December 10, 1869, making Wyoming the first territory or 
state to grant women the right to vote.     

At the time, Esther Morris was considered a leading figure in the suffrage movement, but it now appears that her role is 
was smaller than that of her friend Julia Bright – a truly unsung heroin of history.   However, she took advantage of her 
new-found right to obtain an appointment by the Governor as a justice of the peace in February 1870, becoming the first 
woman ever to hold public office.  Although she only held that office until November 1870, she ruled on 26 cases, and 
her activities were well-publicized. 

In 1872, Esther Morris left her husband, and returned to New York, returning to Wyoming in her old age, to live with 
her son Robert.   

Women secured the right to vote nationwide with the Nineteenth Amendment to the Constitution, enacted in 1920.  
New York adopted women’s suffrage three years earlier, in 1917.   

 As for a married women’s right to hold property.  New York passed the model legislation on that issue in April 1848,   
Wyoming did not pass similar legislation until 1876.      

Submitted by: Barbara Gonzo 
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  Inez Milholland – Suffragist, Labor Lawyer, Journalist (1886-1916) 

Inez Milholland (August 6, 1886 – November 25, 1916) was a suffragist, 

labor lawyer, journalist and an influential member of the National 
Woman’s Party.  She was born in Brooklyn, New York and attended high 
school in England.  She returned to the U.S. and attended Vassar College 
where she organized women’s rights meetings, was captain of the school’s 
field hockey team and involved in the debating team.  After graduation, 
she applied for admission at Yale, Harvard and Cambridge hoping to 
study law.  She was denied admission due to her gender and eventually got 
her degree from NYU in 1912.  She was a member of the NAACP, 

Women’s Trade Union League, National Child Labor Committee but she became most closely associated with the NWP.  
Along with Alice Paul and Lucy Burns she devoted herself to the passage of the 19th Amendment.  She marched in 
suffrage parades beginning in 1911 but on March 3, 1913 she organized and led the Woman Suffrage Procession in 
Washington, DC on the day before President Woodrow Wilson’s inauguration.  She dressed in white and rode a large 
white horse that day.  She explained to those gathered at the event that men had nothing to fear if women got the vote; 
that women’s unique traits could do away with the social ills facing society at large including sweatshops, tenements, 
prostitution, poverty and child mortality.  She traveled to Italy at the start of World War I and became a war 
correspondent for the New York Tribune but was not allowed to report from the front lines.  In July of 1913 she married 
Eugen Jan Boissevain, a Dutchman.  The couple returned to New York, but by this time Inez was no longer an American 
citizen since the law stated that a woman took the man’s nationality after marriage.  Inez Milholland did not live to see 
women get the right to vote, but she would not have been able to exercise that right had she lived.  She died during a 
speaking tour in Los Angeles due to pernicious anemia at the age of 30.  Carl Sandburg and Edna St. Vincent Millay 
wrote poems about her and the Inez Milholland Professorship of Civil Liberties at NYU School of Law was named in her 

honor.                         Submitted by: Nancy Nicolette 

Vera Rubin - Astro-Physics Astronomer (1928-2016) 

Vera Cooper Rubin has been called “a guiding light” for a generation of female astronomers. 
Although very little of her is known by the general public, she has been mentioned frequently as 
Worthy of the Nobel Prize for her work on galaxy rotation rates. Through her work she 
discovered the discrepancy between predicted angular motion and observed motion of galaxies 
(that is, what scientists expect to find and what they do, in fact, find).   Her attempt to explain 
galaxy rotation led to the theory of dark matter.  Sources: Obituary, The  New York Times December 28, 
2016 and Wikipedia. 

 Submitted by: Jacqueline De Weever 

 

Buchi Emecheta - Novelist (1944-2017) 

Buchi Emecheta (1944-2017) was born in Yaba, Lagos, Nigeria, where many of her novels were set.  

She is not very well known to a wide United States audience, although her novel with the ironic title, 
“The Joys of Motherhood” has been on the reading list for many college students. Her six novels deal 
with the triumphs and struggles of modern Nigerian women.  In addition she wrote two books for 
children and a memoire, “Head Above Water.” She received the Order of the British Empire in 
2005. Sources: Obituary, The  New York Times, February 13, 2017 and        Wikipedia. 

 

 Submitted by: Jacqueline De Weever 
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P*R*A*Y – Graffiti Artist 

PRAY was an evidently homeless street person who was the most prolific graffiti artist 

of all time. I noticed many times during the 70s and early 80s “PRAY” inscribed on every 
pay phone in the city and many of the uprights on the subway platforms. I actually 
appreciated the artist’s concern for my spiritual well being and admired the artist’s 
perseverance. Imagine how happy I was to learn. while perusing classic graffiti art websites, 
that PRAY was a woman! Wow! She may have been considered a mentally ill invisible bag 
lady but her subliminal impact on our urban environment was unsurpassed by any 
individual. Graffiti was a vehicle for young males who wanted fame and simply took the 
direct approach by writing their tag on every surface they could in our urban 
environment. Mostly these ambitious young vandals lacked the opportunity to 
cultivate fame by more constructive means. Though vandalism on many levels, their 
cultural creations contributed to the Hip Hop culture that swept the globe, ironically 
burnishing the luster of American prestige.  Graffiti tagging was a boys club, but she out did them all in her tag’s 
ubiquity,  But PRAY evidently had no thought of following graffitist  Basquiat (for example) to fame and fortune 
(however brief). She was saving souls.      

    Submitted by: Suzan Frazier 

 

Sister Rosetta Tharpe – Gospel Singer (1915 – 1973) 

 

Sister Rosetta Tharpe (March 20, 1915 – October 9, 1973) was a big star in the ‘30s and ‘40s very famous with gospel 

fans but also well known in the culture at large. I was amazed and very pleased to discover when exploring classic gospel 
performances on Youtube, that Sister Rosetta Tharpe was a progenitor of the virtuoso guitar soloist in rock and roll. 
Before Chuck Berry, Jimi Hendrix. Van Halen, Eric Clapton and so many more, was Sister Rosetta Tharpe driving sold 
out crowds to a frenzy of devotion with her driving complex and passionate musicianship. Not to mention the 
showmanship and guitar moves I used to think were macho. Not so, rock and roll guitar swagger and showboating were 
invented by the supreme Sister Rosetta Tharpe. Self aggrandizement was not her ultimate goal however. She was saving 
souls. 

 Submitted by: Suzan Frazier 
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Frances Perkins – Sociologist, Politician (1880-1965) 

Frances Perkins Wilson (born Fannie Coralie Perkins; April 10, 1880 – May 14, 

1965) was an American sociologist and workers-rights advocate who served as the 
U.S. Secretary of Labor from 1933 to 1945, the longest serving in that position, 
and the first woman appointed to the U.S. Cabinet. As a loyal supporter of her 
friend, Franklin D. Roosevelt, she helped pull the labor movement into the New 
Deal coalition. She and Interior Secretary Harold L. Ickes were the only original 
members of the Roosevelt cabinet to remain in office for his entire presidency. 

During her term as Secretary of Labor, Perkins executed many aspects of the New 
Deal, including the Civilian Conservation Corps, the Public Works 
Administration and its successor the Federal Works Agency, and the labor 
portion of the National Industrial Recovery Act. With the Social Security Act she 
established unemployment benefits, pensions for the many uncovered elderly 

Americans, and welfare for the poorest Americans. She pushed to reduce work place accidents and helped craft laws 
against child labor. Through the Fair Labor Standards Act, she established the first minimum wage and overtime laws for 
American workers, and defined the standard forty-hour work week. She formed governmental policy for working with 
labor unions and helped to alleviate strikes by way of the United States Conciliation Service. Perkins dealt with many 
labor questions during World War II, when skilled manpower was vital and women were moving into formerly male 
jobs. (Reference: www.wikipedia.com)      

Submitted by: Roseanne Limoncell 

 

Jovita Idar – Journalist (1885-1946) 

Jovita Idár, born in Texas, was a Mexican-American Journalist for her family’s 

newspaper La Crónica, giving voice for civil right and social justice for Mexican-
Americans.  

In 1911 she helped organize The First Mexican Congress, to discuss the social, economic 
and educational issues facing Mexican-Americans. The League of Mexican Women, was 
founded as a result and Idár became their first president. They offered free education to 
Mexican children, food and clothing, among many other activities.  She also helped 
found the El Club Democrata within the Democratic Party to help politically empower 
the Mexican American community. 

Submitted by: Margaret Victor 
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Hildreth Meiere – Artist (1892-1961)                 

Hildreth Meière made her career as an American decorative artist.  She 

was born in 1892 in New York City.  Meière was raised in the city and 
graduated in 1911 from the Academy of the Sacred Heart, then an all-girls 
high school located on the Upper West Side, and now a private college in 
Purchase, NY.  After graduation, Meière, her sister Lloyd, and her mother 
Minnie traveled to Europe, where she saw her first large-scale artworks in 
Italy.  Upon returning to the United States, Meière started classes at the 
Art Students League in New York, and after the family moved to San 
Francisco in 1913, at the California School of Fine Arts.  While living in 
California, and working as a theatrical designer, Meière was introduced to 
designer Livingston Platt.  Platt offered Meière the opportunity to return 
to New York, and with her family’s encouragement, she moved back east. 

During World War I, Meière was trained as a mapmaker and briefly served in the Navy in 1918.  After her discharge in 
1919, she was commissioned to paint several murals in private homes, and was discovered by Architect Bertram 
Goodhue.  Goodhue was one of the leading architects of the first third of the 20th Century and he received commissions 
for noteworthy institutional buildings throughout the country, including St. Bartholomew’s Church in Manhattan, the 
National Academy of Sciences building in Washington, D.C., and the Nebraska State Capitol.  Meière designed the 
murals and mosaics for the structures.  She considered the Nebraska State Capitol to be her masterwork.  

Starting in the late 1920s, Meière received her own commissions for installation pieces, including the murals around the 
bimah and the ark doors at Manhattan’s Temple Emanu-el, the mosaic lobby at 1 Wall Street, metal medallions at Radio 
City Music Hall in Rockefeller Center, murals and terracotta work for both the Chicago and New York world fairs, altar 
decorations at St. Patrick’s Cathedral, and the mosaics at the St. Louis Cathedral in Missouri. 

Meière was a respected figure in an art world dominated by men.  When asked if she felt her gender made success in her 
field more difficult, she responded in a way that many women can still relate, “Only that a woman needs to be more 
efficient than a man.  If one woman falls down it makes it so much harder for other women in the same field.  Because I 
am a woman I’ve had to be 100 percent dependable and I don’t mind the challenge.  I’ve been given no quarter on 
account of my sex, and I’ve asked for none.”  She saw it as her duty to participate in professional organizations, and 
support and promote other women artists.   

Although Meière gained acceptance and recognition from other artists during her life, it is due to the efforts of her 
daughter, granddaughter, and great granddaughter that her work did not slip into oblivion after her death in 1961.  
Today, we New Yorkers can visit many extant examples of her work at the buildings mentioned above. 

 

Submitted by: Colleen Heemeyer 
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Cathay Williams –Military Service Woman  (1844-1892)    

Cathay Williams (September 1844 - 1892) was born in Mississippi to a free man and a slave woman, making her a 

slave.  At this time, slaves were officially designated by the Union as "contraband," and many were forced to serve in 
military support roles such as cooks, laundresses, or nurses.  She traveled in these roles with the 8th Indiana Regiment, 
accompanying the soldiers on their marches through Arkansas, Louisiana, and Georgia. She was present at the Battle of 
Pea Ridge and the Red River Campaign.  At one point, while in Little Rock, Arkansas, Williams likely first saw African 
American men serving in the army.  Thereafter, she decided she, too, would and could 
serve.  She enlisted in the United States Army under the pseudonym William Cathay.  At 
that moment she became the first African-American woman to enlist, and the only 
documented woman to serve in the United States Army posing as a man. She served as 
Private with the 38th U.S. Infantry Regiment, Buffalo Soldiers.   

Sadly, after years of service Williams grew ill and was in and out of the hospital.  During one 
of her hospitalizations, a physician determined she was a female and it was reported to 
her unit leader.  Williams was discharged from the army in 1868 and sent to return to 
civilian life - albeit as a free woman.   

She died in 1892. Her simple grave marker would have been made of wood and deteriorated long ago. Thus her final 
resting place is now unknown.  In 2016, however, a bronze bust of Williams, featuring information about her and with a 
small rose garden around it, was unveiled outside the Richard Allen Cultural Center in Leavenworth, Kansas. 

Source: Photo and biographical information taken from Wikipedia. 

Submitted by: Lauren Jones Watkins 

 

Elizabeth Schuyler Hamilton– Philanthropist (1757- 1854)       

Elizabeth (Eliza, Betsey) Schuyler was the second daughter of Revolutionary War General 

Philip Schuyler and Catherine Van Rensselaer Schuyler, one of the richest and most 
political families in the state of New York.  Her family was among the wealthy Dutch 
landowners who had settled around Albany in the mid 1600s.  (Slavery had been 
introduced to the English colonies in 1620, and slaves worked the Schuyler property and 
maintained the home).  Eliza was one of 14 children, 7 of them lived to adulthood.   

Eliza and two of her sisters (Angelica and Peggy) had important roles in the social life of the 
new country.  Eliza married Alexander Hamilton.  In addition to being his wife and 
mother to his eight children, she took care of an orphan girl for eight years.  After his 
death, she maintained Alexander Hamilton's records, she fought to keep his accomplishments in the public eye, she 
fundraised for the Washington Monument, and she was co-founder of the first private orphanage in New York City. 

Like all the Schuylers, Elizabeth Schuyler was well educated, apparently her parents were remarkable teachers.  She used 
to accompany her father to various meetings, even meetings with Indians (the Six Nations) as the French and Indian War 
was fought near her home.  Her father supported the Revolution, and she first met Benjamin Franklin and Alexander 
Hamilton when they stayed briefly with the Schuyler family.  While staying with her aunt in Morristown, she developed a 
friendship with Martha Washington which lasted their lives, and renewed her friendship with Alexander Hamilton.  Her 
father approved of the marriage of his daughter to Hamilton.  While her husband was Secretary of the Treasury, Eliza 
Hamilton maintained an  active social life, and with Mrs. John Jay and Mrs. Henry Knox, the three women were the 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi80eXinL3SAhVBYyYKHV1wDAwQjRwIBw&url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elizabeth_Schuyler_Hamilton&bvm=bv.148747831,d.amc&psig=AFQjCNEB4Zzmf3knzmB19z9YxHUZ4T37kQ&ust=1488729773331174
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leaders of 'official society.'  Washington danced with her at his inaugural.  She acted as agent to the publisher for the 
Federalist Papers, she copied out portions of the defense of the Bank of the United States, she was her husband's 
sounding board for his drafts of Washington's Farewell Address.  An aide of Washington wrote  to Alexander Hamilton 
that his wife has "as much merit as your treasurer that you have as Treasurer of the United States."  Alexander Hamilton 
had the artist Ralph Earl paint his wife's portrait in 1787 to help the painter get the means to buy himself out of debtors 
prison.  

After realizing her husband's infidelity with Maria Reynolds (eventually a public scandal), and pregnant with their sixth 
child, Eliza left her husband for three years, eventually reconciling and having two more children.  In 1804, Alexander 
Hamilton died in a duel with Aaron Burr;  Eliza and her sister Angelica were at his side.  Hamilton had left a note for his 
wife, calling her 'best of wives and best of women.'  Eliza Hamilton died 50 years later, in 1854.   

After her husband's death in 1804 she paid off his debts.  Her home, The Grange, built by Alexander Hamilton on 35 
acres in upper Manhattan, was sold at public auction.  It was eventually purchased by friends for her to repurchase at half 
price.  She lived frugally.  She joined the Society for the Relief of Widows with Small Children.   In 1805 she became co-
founder and  director of the first private orphanage in New York City, the Orphan Asylum Society, now the New York 
Orphan Asylum Society. She was director of the Society for 42 years.   A son of an orphanage co-founder wrote that  "his 
mother was the more cautious, Mrs. Hamilton was the more impulsive."   

After leaving the Orphan Asylum Society, Eliza Schuyler Hamilton worked to raise funds for the Washington Monument 
and was always involved in charities.  Throughout her remaining years she defended Alexander Hamilton against his 
critics.  She demanded an apology from James Madison for slanderous comments he made against Alexander Hamilton 
(financial improprieties while Secretary of the Treasury), she petitioned Congress to publish Alexander Hamilton's 
writings, and she reorganized those writings with the help of her son, John Church Hamilton.   

She is buried in the churchyard of Trinity Church, with her husband, her son, and her sister Angelica, who is buried in 
the Livingston's private vault.  

The play 'Hamilton' has Eliza in a starring role, portrayed by Philippa Sou who received a 2016 Tony for her portrayal of 
Eliza as a major influence on Hamilton's life, and as major influence on his legacy. 

Submitted by: Holly Fuchs 

 

Angelica Schuyler Church – xxx (1756-1814)       

Angelica Schuyler Church was the eldest daughter of Continental Army General Philip 

Schuyler and Catharine Van Rensselaer Schuyler. Her younger sister Eliza was married to 
Alexander Hamilton.   

Angelica Schuyler was a prize, the daughter of one of the richest families in New York.  All 
of the Schuyler children were well educated in the subjects of the day, including the 
philosophers of the Age of Enlightenment, the Reformation, the astronomy of the times 
including the findings of Galileo, etc.  She was extremely attractive, intelligent, learned, 
erudite, with a fascinating personality. Wherever she went in life she became valued friends 
to the families, military men and government leaders who would be present in her social 

circles.  She became friends with George Washington and his family, and with General Washington's aide, Alexander 
Hamilton.  At age 21, in 1777, after the 1776 Declaration of Independence and the Battle of Brooklyn,  she eloped with 
a fabulously wealthy member of Parliament (MP), John Barker Church, who apparently divided his time between 
London and New York during the Revolutionary War.  Her husband made part of his fortune by supplying the 
American and French armies.  (How he was able to do this as a British Member of Parliament is not clear, but he was 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwjTl_ORnb3SAhXI0iYKHceMDL4QjRwIBw&url=http://www.mystudios.com/artgallery/J/John-Trumbull/Mrs.-John-Barker-Church-(Angelica-Schuyler),-Son-Philip-and-Servant.html&bvm=bv.148747831,d.amc&psig=AFQjCNGEI0NpwvcnT1eZDjDcRQoYo-239w&ust=1488729869575003
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extremely wealthy, extremely generous, and seems to have been a welcomed presence on both sides of the Atlantic even 
in the midst of hostilities.)  He gave loans to the Continental Congress and actually represented the new country in Paris 
for a few years.  By the end of the war (Treaty of Paris, 1783), Angelica, with 4 of her eventually 8 children, left for 
London and Paris where she became a valued friend to the royal families while counting as friends Thomas Jefferson, 
Benjamin Franklin and the Marquis de la Fayette among others.  Throughout her life she maintained steady 
correspondence with her family and with many people who became important in U. S. history.  She was an invited guest 
at the inauguration of George Washington at New York City's Federal Hall in 1797.  Angelica’s younger sister Elizabeth. 
known as Eliza,  was married to Alexander Hamilton.   The intelligence, personality and style of Angelica Schuyler 
Church is captured in the Broadway musical 'Hamilton,' which gives angelica's character a memorable solo where she 
explains not only her responsibility to marry well, but to give an evaluation of the personality and character of Alexander 
Hamilton.  There is a town, Angelica, named for her, in upstate New York, along the Genesee River.  It is laid out like 
Paris, with a center, and roads leading out of it, like a star.  Her son, Philip, named for the son of Alexander Hamilton, 
designed and named the town in 1805.   Angelica Schuyler Church was born on February 20, 1756 and died on March 
13, 1814 at the age of 58.  She is buried in the cemetery of Trinity Church in Manhattan.  She is buried near her sister 
Eliza, Eliza's husband, Alexander Hamilton, and Eliza and Alexander Hamilton's son Philip.  Some of her 
correspondence with Washington, Hamilton, Jefferson and the Marquis de la Fayette is with the Library of Congress.  
Her husband eventually returned to London where he died in 1865, the end of the American Civil War.  

Submitted by: Holly Fuchs 
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IN MEMORIAM 

 Gwen Ifill, Journalist (9/29/53 – 11/14/16) 
A prominent African American journalist, she was the daughter of a minister who had a thirty-year 
career working for the Washington Post, New York Times, NBC and PBS.  She started her career as a 
reporter for the Boston Globe covering the racial issues of “forced busing” in 1977 and ended her 
career during the administration of the first African American President of the United States.  She 
became a role model for many of the journalists and newscasters who came afterwards.  When co-
hosting the PBS News Hour, she said “When I was a little girl watching programs like this- because 
that’s the king of nerdy family we were-I would look up and not see anyone who looked like me in any 
way.  No women. No people of color.  I’m very keen about the fact that a little girl now watching the 
news, when they see me and Judy (Woodruff) sitting side by side, it will occur that that’s perfectly 

normal – that it won’t seem like any big breakthrough at all.” 

 
Mary Tyler Moore, Emmy Award Winning and Oscar nominated actress (12/29/36 – 1/25/17) 

Her performance on the Mary Tyler Moore show influenced the careers of the great sitcom and comedy 
stars who followed her including Tina Fey who modeled the Liz Lemon character in “30 Rock” after her.  The 
tradition continued with “Murphy Brown” and later “Girls.”  Her portrayal of a single unmarried woman 
working in a newsroom was groundbreaking back in the seventies. When asked about the success of the TV 
show and her portrayal of a character that became an icon, Mary Tyler Moore said “I think I can take 
responsibility for that in that I was the audience.  I was the voice of sanity around whom all these crazies did 
their dance.  And I realized in the same way that a member of the audience would have reacted.” 

 
 Jane Hughes Fawcett, Codebreaker, Building Preservationist (3/4/21 – 5/25/16} 

Known as one of the “Debs of Bletchley Park”, Jane Hughes was a 20-year-old decoder who interpreted a 
message from a Luftwaffe general that led to the sinking of the battleship Bismark by the Royal Navy off the 
coast of France in 1941.  “We all knew we’d got the fleet out in the Atlantic trying to locate her because she 
was the Germans’ most important, latest battleship…it was vitally important to find where she was and try to 
get rid of her.”   She went on to join the Victorian Society where she battled British Railways and ultimately 
saved the St. Pancras train station.  In 2014 she was introduced to the Dutchess of Cambridge, Kate Middleton, 
whose grandmother also worked at Bletchley Park during World War II and she explained how the young 
women working in Hut 6 aided the war effort. 

 
 Anne Deborah Atai-Omoruto, Physician (11/22/56 – 5/5/16) 

A Ugandan doctor who went to Liberia in 2014 at the request of the World Health Organization during the 
height of the Ebola epidemic, Dr. Atai-Omoruto opened a clinic at a time when non-governmental 
organizations were pulling their people out of the country.   Dr. Atai-Omoruto treated 1,023 patients, 620 
of whom tested positive for Ebola and ultimately 250 survived.  When the workers threatened to walk out 
over a lack of hazardous duty pay, she persuaded them to stay, saying “Work for your people.  Don’t let 
your people die.”  Dr. Atai-Omoruto died of pancreatic cancer two years later at the age of 59.   

 
Helen M. Marshall, Queens Borough President (9/30/29 – 3/4/17) 

The first African American Borough President, she served three terms and was known as a champion of public 
libraries.  She promoted cross cultural exchanges among ethnic groups and had served on the City Council and the 
State Assembly before becoming Borough President.  Always the optimist, she said “I still believe in the human 
spirit.  I still believe in the Mets.”  


